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Dear  Delegates,  Comrades  and  Friends, 

I  have  listened  with  pleasure  and  great  interest  to  the  proceedings  of 
this  Congress  of  the  National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany  which  is  so 
significant  for  the  further  progress  of  our  country.  A  great  number  of 
good,  ingenious  and  interesting  ideas  were  brought  forward  and  many 
valuable  suggestions  and  proposals.  All  these  ideas  and  proposals  will 
contribute  to  the  solution  of  our  great  tasks. 

The  speech  of  Professor  Wirzberger  and  the  discussion  concentrated 
on  internal  problems  of  our  German  Democratic  Republic:  the  further 
consolidation  and  development  of  our  Socialist  community  of  man  and 
our  Socialist  democracy,  the  shaping  of  the  developed  social  system  of 
Socialism  in  our  country,  the  mastering  of  the  scientific  and  technological 
revolution.  In  view  of  the  international  situation  the  problems  of  peace 
and  security  and  in  this  connection  the  problems  regarding  the  relations 
between  the  two  German  states,  between  the  GDR  and  the  West  German 
Federal  Republic,  had  to  be  given  the  place  due  to  them.  In  particular 
we  highly  appreciate  that  the  Appeal  of  the  member  states  of  the  Warsaw 
Treaty,  which  was  adopted  at  the  recent  meeting  in  Budapest  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  European  public,  Governments  and  peoples,  was  a  subject 
of  discussion. 


The  Significance  of  this  Congress 
of  the  National  Front 

What  are  the  characteristics  and  the  significance  of  this  Congress  of  the 
National  Front?  They  reside  in  the  fact  that  the  National  Front  of  Demo¬ 
cratic  Germany  has  developed  into  a  popular  Socialist  movement.  The 
broad  discussion  in  preparation  of  the  Congress  centred  on  the  complete 
development  of  the  Socialist  system  of  society  in  our  Republic.  This  his¬ 
toric  task  will  determine  the  activities  of  the  National  Front  during  the 
coming  years. 
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After  the  Socialist  relations  of  production  have  been  brought  to  victory 
in  our  German  Democratic  Republic  by  the  efforts  of  the  people  and  the 
Constitution  of  our  Republic  was  adopted  in  a  plebiscite,  it  is  now  the 
task  to  develop  the  social  system  of  Socialism  on  the  basis  of  the  Socialist 
Constitution  and  to  solve  the  tasks  stipulated  in  the  Constitution. 

Never  before  in  German  history  could  a  state  rely  on  such  broad, 
responsible  and  creative  cooperation  of  the  people  as  is  the  case  in  the 
GDR.  Everybody  bears  responsibility  for  the  whole. 

What  was  shown  by  the  discussion  at  this  Congress?  Workers,  co¬ 
operative  farmers,  scientists,  engineers,  members  of  craft  cooperatives, 
of  enterprises  with  state  participation,  housewives,  citizens  with  various 
views  of  life  spoke  about  their  common  interests,  about  their  joint  work, 
about  their  progress  in  the  Socialist  community.  The  highly  esteemed 
Bishop  of  Thuringia,  Herr  Moritz  Mitzenheim,  spoke  very  impressively 
about  what  links  us:  common  humanist  responsibility,  which  is  reflected 
in  the  activities  of  the  committees  of  the  National  Front,  in  mutual  aid, 
in  cooperation  within  the  staff  of  enterprises,  in  work  and  research 
teams,  in  the  academic  institutes,  in  the  tenants'  committees  and  neigh¬ 
bourhoods. 

All  spoke  about  forging  ahead,  spoke  about  the  road  along  which  we 
want  to  advance. 

All  spoke  of  how  the  old,  the  out-dated  can  best  be  overcome  and  the 
new,  the  progressive  aspirations  be  helped  to  win  through. 

All  spoke  about  learning.  I  need  not  repeat  all  that,  because  everybody 
who  took  part  in  our  work  after  1945  knows  what  he  has  had  to  learn, 
how  he  has  developed  in  this  process  of  learning,  in  this  struggle  to 
master  the  new  problems  of  social  progress,  the  new  problems  posed  by 
science  and  technology. 

The  fruitful  discussion  which  took  place  in  preparation  of  this  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  National  Front  has  also  had  the  positive  effect  of  greatly 
promoting  the  process  of  rejuvenation  in  the  committees  of  the  National 
Front.  More  young  people  and  more  women  have  been  elected  onto  the 
committees  of  the  National  Front.  Forty-two  per  cent  of  the  members  of 
the  committees  are  not  organised  in  any  political  party.  Fifty-eight  per 
cent  are  members  of  the  five  political  parties  organised  in  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Bloc.  This  shows  that  the  National  Council  has  a  very  important 
task  to  fulfil  after  this  Congress.  It  has  to  organise  the  exchange  of 
experience  in  order  that  all  those  newly  elected  onto  the  committees  of 
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the  National  Front  actually  are  made  acquainted  with  the  most  pro¬ 
gressive  experiences.  The  National  Council  must  make  all  efforts  to  help 
the  committees  of  the  National  Front  and  all  their  activities  become  a  true 
school  of  Socialist  democracy. 

That  is  a  significant  expression:  school  of  Socialist  democracy.  But 
practical  experience  during  the  last  few  months  has  proved  that  the  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  National  Front  have  done  important  work  in  this  respect 
and  that  it  is  now  necessary  to  carry  on  the  large-scale  exchange  of 
experience  to  ensure  that  the  National  Front  actually  becomes  a  school 
of  Socialist  democracy. 


What  is  Socialism? 

A  GDR  scientist  who  has  advanced  from  liberal  humanism  to  accepting 
Socialism  told  me  after  the  Leipzig  Trade  Fair:  That  is  Socialism.  What 
did  he  want  to  express?  He  referred  to  the  unity  of  Socialist  society,  the 
highest  standard  of  science  and  technology  and  the  development  of 
Socialist  national  culture-that  is  the  true  development  of  Socialism. 

Indeed,  we  were  only  able  to  attain  this  standard  after  closing  our 
borders  to  ward  off  the  West  German  subversive  measures.  Only  after 
that  were  we  in  a  position  to  carry  through  the  new  economic  system  of 
planning  and  managing  national  economy.  The  development  of  social 
life,  the  successes  in  the  field  of  the  organisation  of  the  sciences  and  the 
mastering  of  the  most  up-to-date  technological  processes,  now  make  it 
possible  for  us  to  comprehensively  utilise  the  advantages  of  the  Socialist 
relations  of  production.  By  implementing  the  economic  system  of  So¬ 
cialism  as  a  whole  in  all  spheres  of  the  national  economy,  by  bringing  the 
organisation  of  science  and  the  educational  system  up  to  the  highest 
standard  and  developing  Socialist  leadership  in  state  administration  and 
the  economic  sphere  on  the  basis  of  Socialist  democracy,  we  shall 
guarantee  that  the  creative  power  of  all  citizens  of  the  German  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Republic  can  fully  unfold. 
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The  Significance  of  the  Budapest  Appeal 

Professor  Wirzberger  and  those  who  took  the  floor  in  the  discussion 
have  mentioned  the  significance  of  the  Appeal  of  the  member  states 
of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  for  bringing  about  European  security.  The  basic 
condition  for  the  success  of  our  great,  humanist  construction  work  in 
the  service  of  the  people,  their  happiness  and  welfare,  is  no  doubt  the 
preservation  of  peace.  And  it  is  only  natural  that  this  Congress  was 
marked  by  the  seriousness  and  sense  of  responsibility  permeating  the 
Appeal  adopted  by  the  member  states  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  in 
Budapest,  the  appeal  to  all  states  and  peoples  of  Europe  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  in  order  to  prevent  new  military  conflicts  and 
to  strengthen  the  political,  economic  and  cultural  relations  between 
all  states  on  the  basis  of  equality,  the  respect  of  independence  and 
sovereignty. 

We  are  convinced  that  this  Congress  of  the  National  Front  will  follow 
the  call  of  the  Budapest  meeting.  May  all  European  Governments  com¬ 
bine  their  efforts  so  that  concrete  preparations  for  an  all-European 
security  conference  can  get  under  way  without  any  further  delay  so 
that  Europe  will  become  a  factor  of  stability,  peace  and  understanding 
in  all  the  world  as  a  continent  of  fruitful  cooperation  between  nations 
with  equal  rights. 

In  Bonn  members  of  the  Government  have  expressed  their  opinion  on 
the  Appeal  of  the  member  states  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  and  stated  that 
it  is  necessary  to  thoroughly  prepare  such  a  conference  on  European 
security.  I  believe  that  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I  state:  That  is  not 
difficult  at  all ;  the  measures  on  which  an  understanding  must  be  reached 
or  which  certain  states  have  to  carry  out  on  their  part  are  quite  simple: 
for  instance,  the  signing  of  the  nuclear  weapon  non-proliferation 
treaty  by  the  Bonn  Government.  That  is  not  a  demand  which  is  parti¬ 
cularly  difficult  to  fulfil  or  requires  special  efforts  and  preparations.  For 
there  exists  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of  the  West  German  population 
are  in  favour  of  signing  the  nuclear  weapon  non-proliferation  treaty 
and  it  can  also  be  assumed  that  the  majority  of  the  West  German 
population  are  in  favour  of  disarmament  and  of  discussions  and  nego¬ 
tiations  held  between  the  European  states  on  the  basis  of  equality  in 
preparation  of  a  conference  on  European  security.  That  means  the  most 
substantial  contribution  in  preparation  of  such  a  conference  would  havq 
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to  be  made  by  the  Government  of  the  state  which  as  the  only  one  in 
Europe  has  put  forward  claims  regarding  the  revision  of  frontiers  and 
continues  to  do  so.  The  first  steps  would  have  to  be  made  by  those  who 
demand  changes  of  the  status  quo,  i.e.  changes  of  frontiers,  a  change 
in  the  constellation  of  forces  in  Europe,  etc.  If  the  Bonn  Government 
desists  from  these  demands,  which  are  aimed  at  the  hegemony  of  West 
German  imperialism  in  Europe  and  just  as  other  states,  makes  no  frontier 
demands,  but  instead  is  prepared  to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  equality, 
then  the  preparations  for  the  European  conference  could  take  a 
favourable  course. 

In  view  of  the  aggressive  policy  which  is  conducted  by  the  Government 
of  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  with  its  claim  to  act  on  behalf 
of  all  Germans,  with  its  territorial  claims  and  with  its  Hallstein  Doctrine 
and  in  view  of  the  resolutions  of  NATO  which  endanger  peace  in 
Europe,  the  Political  Consultative  Committee  of  the  Member  States  of 
the  Warsaw  Treaty  could,  of  course,  not  simply  restrict  itself  to 
further  developing  its  constructive  policy  of  peace.  As  you  will  have 
noted  from  the  Communique  of  the  Budapest  meeting  appropriate 
measures  have  been  taken  for  further  strengthening  the  defensive  power 
and  preparedness  of  our  Socialist  community  of  states.  As  a  whole,  we 
consider  the  results  of  the  meeting  of  the  member  states  of  the  Warsaw 
Treaty  as  very  positive  for  peace  and  security  in  Europe.  I  will  deal  with 
some  other  questions  which  were  addressed  to  me  in  this  connection 
later  in  my  speech. 

End  the  Border  Provocations 
Against  the  Soviet  Union 

The  military  provocations  against  the  border  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  So¬ 
cialist  Republics  by  the  Mao-Tse-tung  group  were  the  subject  of  many 
talks  at  the  Budapest  meeting.  Both  the  main  speaker  and  many  in  the 
discussion  protested  strongly  against  these  provocations  on  the  Soviet 
borders. 

We,  in  Budapest,  were  united  in  our  judgement  of  these  aggressive 
acts,  particularly  as  they  are  definitely  military  acts  of  aggression.  We  are 
ofthe  opinion  that  differing  views  can  only  becleared  upthrough  negotia- 
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tions.  We  deeply  regret  the  military  provocations  of  the  Mao  group  who 
are  severely  damaging  the  cause  of  peace  and  Socialism  and  the  anti¬ 
imperialist  struggle  throughout  the  world. 

If,  at  the  present  moment,  several  factors  in  the  change  of  the  inter¬ 
national  balance  of  power  in  favour  of  Socialism,  are  not  fully  effective, 
the  factionalism  and  adventurism  of  the  Mao  group  carry  a  large  part 
of  the  responsibility.  With  their  policy,  this  group  is  supporting  US  im¬ 
perialism  in  its  struggle  against  Socialism  and  against  the  liberation  of 
the  people  from  imperialist  oppression.  Unfortunately,  we  cannot 
regard  it  as  a  coincidence  that  the  Chinese  military  provocation 
against  the  Soviet  Union  reached  a  climax  at  the  same  time  as  the  West 
German  imperialists,  with  the  support  of  the  USA,  carried  out  their 
serious  provocations  in  West  Berlin  against  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  and  against  the  Soviet  Union.  It  is  very  significant  that  the 
West  German  imperialist  press  is  highly  satisfied  with  the  situation  that 
has  arisen  and  underlines  that  even  Adenauer  had  hoped,  during  the 
whole  of  his  period  of  government,  for  such  support  from  Peking  for  his 
expansionist  policy.  In  this  connection,  it  is  interesting  that  one  of  the 
journals  of  the  Springer  newspaper  monopoly  confirmed  that  the  Mao 
group's  provocations  helped  the  aggressive  and  provocative  West  Berlin 
policy  of  the  Bonn  Government.  We  are  particularly  pained  by  the  fact 
that  the  policy  of  border  provocations  against  the  Soviet  Union  by  the 
Mao  group  is  also  severely  damaging  the  heroic  liberation  struggle  of 
the  Vietnamese  people.  Further,  these  military  provocations  are,  without 
doubt,  an  encouragement  for  the  Israeli  aggressors. 

The  main  speaker  and  those  in  the  discussion  at  the  Congress  of  the 
National  Front  made  quite  clear  that  our  people  demand:  End  the  pro¬ 
vocations  at  the  border  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Whoever  attacks  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Soviet  Union,  whoever  carries  out  military  provocations  at 
the  border  of  the  Soviet  Union,  is  attacking  the  whole  international 
working-class  movement,  is  fighting  against  the  whole  international 
peace  movement. 


Strengthen  the  Socialist  Community 

Dear  delegates! 

What  conclusions  must  we  draw  from  the  now  more  complicated 
international  situation?  Our  main  task  is  still  to  strengthen  to  a  maximum 
the  unity,  the  economic  and  defence  power  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty 
countries.  The  talks  and  decisions  of  the  Budapest  meeting  served  this 
purpose  and  brought  us  forward  on  this  road. 

Great  efforts  continue  to  be  necessary  to  strengthen  and  broaden  the 
international,  anti-imperialist  movement  through  a  good  preparation  for 
the  international  conference  of  the  Communist  and  workers’  parties.  It 
is  necessary  to  make  even  greater  efforts  to  lead  the  proposal  made 
by  the  member  states  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  for  an  all-European  con¬ 
ference  on  questions  of  European  security  and  peaceful  cooperation  out 
of  its  present  stage  of  discussion  into  the  stage  of  concrete  realisation. 
In  addition,  it  is  in  the  interests  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  for  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  to  work  as  a  fully-fledged  member  in  the 
United  Nations  Organisation  and  its  sub-organisations. 

Why  Could  We  not  Achieve  the  Big  Upswing  Earlier? 

I  would  now  like  to  deal  with  a  number  of  problems  in  the  German 
Democratic  Republic:  In  the  discussion,  the  question  was  put:  why  could 
we  not  achieve  this  big  economic  and  cultural  upswing  of  the  last  few 
years  earlier?  The  Congress  is  a  reflection  of  this  big  upswing  in  the 
political  field,  in  economy  and  society  as  a  whole.  I  would  like  to  give 
the  following  reasons: 

Compared  to  the  Western  part  of  Germany,  we  had  the  most  difficult 
and  complicated  conditions  for  reconstruction  in  the  past  20  years.  The 
Eastern  parts  were  most  destroyed,  large  areas  in  Mecklenburg  and 
Western  Pomerania  were  still  semi-feudal  because  the  November  Revolu¬ 
tion  of  1918  in  Germany  and  the  Weimar  Republic  did  not  even  complete 
the  bourgeois-democratic  revolution.  In  addition,  the  US  policy  of 
Dulles  and  the  West  German  policy  of  Adenauer  opposed  reconstruc¬ 
tion  in  the  Eastern  part  of  Germany.  Dulles  and  Adenauer  wanted  to 
prove  that  workers  and  farmers  are  not  capable  of  leading  the  country 
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out  of  the  catastrophe  into  which  the  Hitler  Government  had  plunged 
it.  Thus,  the  GDR  became  the  arena  of  the  battle  between  the  imperialist 
policy  of  conquest  of  the  Western  powers  and  the  policy  to  secure  peace 
on  the  basis  of  the  Potsdam  Agreement.  The  GDR  became  a  bulwark 
of  peace  for  its  own  people  and  a  bulwark  for  protection  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  other  Socialist  countries. 

To  prevent  the  aggravation  of  the  differences,  the  GDR's  state  border 
to  West  Berlin  was  kept  open  until  1961.  However,  when  the  West  Ger¬ 
man  imperialists,  allied  with  the  Social  Democratic  leadership 
proclaimed  their  intention  to  attack  the  GDR  in  1960,  it  became  neces¬ 
sary,  in  the  interests  of  peace  and  to  prevent  the  GDR  being  further 
plundered,  to  close  the  border  to  West  Berlin. 

During  the  period  of  the  open  border,  more  than  30  thousand  million 
marks  were  stolen  from  the  GDR.  Needless  to  say,  under  such  conditions 
it  was  not  possible  to  rationalise  the  factories  and  carry  out  the  neces¬ 
sary  modernisation  of  their  plant.  At  that  time,  our  workers  produced 
modern  commodities  with  outdated  machines  and  resulting  high 
production  costs. 

The  tremendous  difficulties  could  only  be  overcome  by  mastering 
economic  planning.  If  block-heads— and  they  still  exist  in  the  world- 
speak  of  the  dogmatism  of  planning,  one  can  only  say:  Only  with  the 
help  of  planning  and  strictly  centralised  management  of  industry  was  it 
possible  to  overcome  the  effects  of  Bonn  subversion,  to  increase  produc¬ 
tion  and  raise  the  living  standard. 

In  this  hard  struggle,  the  unity  of  the  working  class  and  the  National 
Front  plus  the  alliance  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People’s  Dem¬ 
ocracies  proved  a  boon.  Today,  of  course,  it  is  easier.  Today  it  is  obvious 
that  the  food  consumption  of  the  GDR  people  has  reached  the  same 
level  as  that  of  the  West  German  people.  However,  on  an  average, 
labour  productivity  is  20  per  cent  higher  in  West  Germany  than  here. 
That  means  that  20  per  cent  more  is  being  produced  there  per  head  of 
the  population.  This  was  achieved  thanks  to  American  credits  and  the 
plundering  of  the  GDR  up  to  August  13,  1961. 

Although  we  spoke  of  utilising  the  law  of  value  and  the  economic  laws 
of  Socialism  as  early  as  1954  after  the  construction  of  Socialism  was 
decided  on,  we  could  carry  out  this  policy  only  in  part  up  to  1961  because 
through  the  open  border,  the  economic  laws  of  capitalism  affected  the 
GDR  to  a  large  degree. 
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Only  after  the  Program  of  Socialism  was  passed  by  the  6th  Party  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  7th  Congress  worked  out  a  forecast  for  the  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  could  the  great  qualitative 
change  be  brought  about. 


What  is  the  Significance  of  the  Data  Transmission  Between 
Leipzig  and  Moscow? 

The  main  speaker,  Professor  Wirzberger,  and  those  speaking  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion  and  coming  from  all  walks  of  life,  have  described  very  well  what 
big  changes  are  taking  place  through  the  construction  of  Socialism  and 
the  scientific  and  technological  revolution.  A  vivid  expression  of  this  was 
the  data  transmission  between  Leipzig  and  Moscow  at  the  International 
Spring  Trade  Fair  this  year.  It  is  a  result  of  the  firm  alliance  between  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  Soviet  Union,  which  also  finds  its 
expression  in  scientific,  technical  and  economic  cooperation. 

At  the  Leipzig  Fair,  the  functioning  of  the  electronic  computer  R  300  and 
its  auxiliary  equipment  was  demonstrated.  The  Leipzig  Fair  was  marked  by 
automation  and  scientific  management.  It  reflected  that  the  economic 
sub-systems  of  Socialism  have  been  already  worked  out  and  are  proving 
themselves  in  practice. 

So  it  is  not  a  coincidence  that  system-solutions  were  shown  at  the 
Leipzig  Fair.  We  can  now  see  the  results  of  applying  economic  cyber¬ 
netics,  creating  a  Socialist  educational  system,  reorganising  science  and 
working  out  system-solutions  of  modern  technological  processes.  Pioneer 
performances  were  already  shown  which  were  based  on  automation  by 
means  of  operations  research  and  scientific  management. 

After  the  Leipzig  Fair,  a  western  journal  declared  that  the  GDR  had 
made  itself  independent  of  IBM.  IBM  is  the  largest  trust  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  electronic  data  processing  equipment.  It  supplies  all  capitalist 
countries  and  has  quite  an  influence  on  the  economies  of  these  capitalist 
countries.  We  have  shown  that  our  R  300  works.  It  is  true  that  we  are 
independent  in  all  main  spheres  of  economy  and  technology.  Coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  Socialist  countries  guarantees 
this  independence.  But  this  does  not  mean  at  all  that  we  do  not  want  to 
do  business  with  trusts  in  Western  countries.  Of  course  we  will  do 
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business  with  them,  but  only  on  the  basis  of  the  highest  scientific  and 
technical  standard  and  of  mutual  benefit,  as  Krause  showed  Krupp  (in 
a  recent  widely-discussed  television  play-trans.). 

In  our  German  Democratic  Republic,  the  working  class,  the  scientists, 
engineers  and  other  working  people  have  shown  in  the  past  ten  years 
that  they  are  capable  of  creating  the  scientific  and  technological  basis 
required  by  our  structural  development.  This  is  a  tremendous  success, 
because  previously  some  people  said:  We  are  dependent  on  West 
Germany  for  technical  help!— But  the  West  Germany  of  decaying  capi¬ 
talism  is  itself  backward,  scientifically  and  technically.  So  we  are  not 
setting  the  task  of  keeping  step  with  West  Germany,  but  of  achieving  the 
highest  scientific  and  technical  level  which  is  somewhat  higher  than  that 
existing  at  present  in  West  Germany. 

A  capitalist  said  at  the  Fair  in  Leipzig  that  through  the  creation  of 
combines,  through  the  organisation  of  science  and  through  scientific 
management  in  the  GDR,  only  the  large  trusts  in  West  Germany  will  be 
able  in  future  to  compete  with  this  high  standard  of  organisation  in  pro¬ 
duction.  It  will  still  take  a  few  years,  but,  of  course,  he  was  right. 

Let  us  take  shipbuilding.  We  have  probably  the  most  concentrated 
organisation  of  shipbuilding  in  Europe.  Our  Association  of  Nationally- 
Owned  Shipbuilding  Enterprises  concentrates  the  whole  of  this  industry; 
it  is  managed  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  modern  science  and 
technology  with  the  help  of  electronic  data  processing.  We  are  applying 
the  same  system  in  the  other  branches  of  industry,  in  the  other  Associa¬ 
tions  of  Nationally-Owned  Enterprises  and  in  the  combines.  This  makes 
it  possible  for  the  many  small  factories  and  other  suppliers  to  achieve 
the  highest  scientific  and  technological  standard.  The  laboratories  and 
engineering  offices  of  the  combines  or  Associations  of  Nationally- 
Owned  Enterprises  can  help  such  undertakings  to  reach  this 
standard. 

You  heard  for  yourselves  a  member  of  an  electrical  engineering  craft 
cooperative  in  Jena  describe  how  the  scientific  and  technological 
revolution  has  penetrated  his  cooperative  and  how  cooperation  between 
enterprises  of  various  property  forms  are  developing.  Only  in  this  way 
can  the  former  craftsman  or  former  private  owner  make  progress:  by 
establishing  craft  cooperatives  or  through  state  participation  in  private 
enterprises.  Our  claim  that  every  citizen  of  our  Republic  has  a  good 
future  has  been  proved  in  practice.  Of  course,  sometimes  there  were 
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doubts.  Some  workers  said:  How  will  I  get  on  later  with  this  owner?  But 
you  have  heard  at  the  National  Front  Congress  that  these  former  private 
owners  are  very  sensible  people  and  are  doing  excellent  work  in  realising 
the  economic  system. 

We  have  a  whole  number  of  farmers  in  the  agricultural  cooperatives 
who  once  had  large  farms,  not  only  those  with  30  hectares  who  spoke 
here,  but  others  with  99  hectares  who  are  now  team  leaders  for  animal 
breeding  and  doing  excellent  work.  In  other  words,  in  the  process  of  work, 
the  community  has  been  formed,  the  people  have  learned,  collected  ex¬ 
periences  and  the  feeling  of  belonging  together  has  been  strengthened 
and  deepened. 

Today,  the  fact  has  been  established  that  our  agricultural  cooperatives 
are  superior  to  the  West  German  individual  farms.  The  real  advantage 
of  Socialist  agriculture  is  new  coming  to  the  fore  through  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  agricultural  cooperation,  creation  of  cooperating  units  and 
through  combining  agricultural  and  food  production.  The  Socialist  solu¬ 
tion  for  the  sub-system  agriculture  and  food  production  has  been  worked 
out  scientifically,  tested  in  practice  and  is  now  being  carried  through  on 
a  wide  scale. 

Or  let  us  take  the  building  industry.  Some  will  say:  What  difficulties 
we  had!— But  we  overcame  them,  and  we  will  deal  with  those  still 
existing.  No  one  can  deny  that  the  new  multi-storied  buildings  in  the 
centre  of  Berlin  testify  to  the  high  scientific  and  technological  stand¬ 
ard  of  our  building  industry.  Some  foreign  visitors  to  Berlin  say:  If 
the  people  in  the  GDR  are  in  a  position  to  put  up  the  shell  of  the  multi¬ 
storied  hotel  "Stadt  Berlin"  within  four  months  which  is  a  top  international 
performance,  then  they  will  be  able  to  solve  more  difficult  tasks !-And 
that  is  so!  The  plan  for  the  construction  of  the  city  centre,  the  method 
used  in  working  it  out,  corresponds  to  the  highest  scientific  and  techno¬ 
logical  standards  and  that  made  it  possible  to  put  these  buildings  up  in 
such  a  relatively  short  time  and  finish  them  in  the  near  future. 

The  Leipzig  Fair  showed,  in  the  sphere  of  industry,  new  system-solu¬ 
tions  as  a  result  of  concentration,  of  organisation  of  science  and  new, 
scientific  management.  In  the  field  of  home  trade,  the  economic  system 
has  been  worked  out  and  is  being  systematically  applied  in  the  super¬ 
markets  and  department  stores. 

The  combination  of  scientific  research,  automation  of  production  pro¬ 
cesses,  the  application  of  the  Socialist  educational  system  to  the  colleges 
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and  universities,  the  10-class  polytechnical  schools  down  to  the  five  year 
olds  in  the  kindergarten  is  proving  its  worth. 

But  please  always  remember  to  see  things  in  their  relationship.  If  we 
have  made  such  progress  in  electronics,  if  we  have  to  speed  up  the 
tempo  in  the  chemical  industry  still  more,  this  demands  high  investments. 
The  figures  contained  in  the  scientific  forecast  of  the  7th  Party  Congress 
on  the  development  of  electronics  are  now  out-dated.  The  figures  for  the 
chemical  industry  will  be  considerably  increased  in  the  next  few  months. 
After  the  consultations  of  the  State  Council  on  the  higher  educational 
reform  and  the  preparation  for  the  long-term  plan,  the  figures  for  the 
development  of  higher  education  must  be  corrected.  Presumably  the 
figures  for  the  decisive  branches  of  higher  education  have  to  be  about 
doubled.  This  means  new  educational  buildings,  new  hostels  for  students. 
It  means  considerably  increasing  the  number  of  professors  and  teachers. 
This  requires  enormous  sums  and  we  must  concentrate  on  these  tasks. 
We  cannot  raise  the  figures  of  the  plan  evenly,  but  must  concentrate 
on  branches  which  determine  the  structure  of  our  economy  and  are 
decisive  for  the  future  development  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 


Tasks  of  the  National  Front  Committees 

And  now  to  the  complicated  tasks  of  the  National  Front  committees: 
They  must  bring  these  unexpectedly  high  sums  into  harmony  with 
developments  in  their  towns,  districts,  villages.  I  will  say  quite  frankly: 
that  is  difficult  and  complicated.  Firstly  it  means  seeing  things  in  their 
perspectives;  it  means  that  you  must  become  familiar  with  the  further 
development  of  our  economy  and  social  developments  and  that  you 
yourselves  help  to  work  out  what  we  can  do  with  our  present  means 
to  make  the  life  of  our  people  in  the  towns  and  localities  more  pleasant. 
Where  can  we  be  more  economical?  How  can  we  be  more  severe  with 
certain  shortcomings  which  still  exist  and  which  were  frankly  spoken 
about  at  this  Congress?  In  other  words,  one  decisive  problem  for  the 
National  Front  committees  is  to  harmonise  the  interests  of  the  individual 
with  those  of  the  whole  of  society.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most 
important  and  most  complicated  task  of  the  committees. 

But  the  main  task  is  the  development  of  the  Socialist  community  of 
man.  People  want  to  feel  happy  in  their  localities.  They  want  an  interest- 
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ing  cultural  and  intellectual  life  and  we  all  know  that  this  is  a  very 
complicated  problem.  We  cannot  take  over  the  decadent  trash  of 
decaying  capitalism  from  West  Germany.  We  are  prepared  to  take  over 
everything  progressive  and  humanist  from  the  countries  of  the  whole 
world.  And  we  have  the  duty  to  develop  our  own  Socialist  national  culture 
in  the  sphere  of  literature,  the  arts  and  amateur  activities,  in  all  fields  of 
cultural  life.  Through  this  work  in  the  National  Front,  through  the 
development  of  the  Socialist  community,  the  personality  develops,  the 
people  mature  and  learn  to  understand  better  the  sometimes  very 
complicated  problems,  they  gain  a  broader  outlook  and  feel  happy  by 
working  in  the  Socialist  community  of  man  which  is  taking  shape  in  the 
most  varying  forms. 

In  preparation  for  the  Congress  of  the  National  Front  there  were  many 
excellent  examples  of  how  human  problems,  which  are  sometimes  very 
complicated,  were  solved  in  the  cities  and  villages,  in  factories  and  on 
farms;  they  were  examples  of  how  the  feeling  of  belonging  together 
developed  in  the  residential  areas  through  building  or  improving  schools, 
kindergartens,  etc. 

In  the  discussion,  one  woman  delegate  spoke  of  the  structural  changes 
of  industry  in  Calbe.  The  workers  in  the  largest  factory  in  the  town  have 
to  learn  new  trades  because  their  factory  has  become  superfluous.  It 
had  been  built  because  we  could  not  import  sufficient  pig  iron  at  the 
time.  So  we  had  to  make  do  with  the  iron  ore  we  had  ourselves  and  that 
we  turned  into  pig-iron  with  enormously  high  production  costs.  We  can¬ 
not  afford  to  do  this  today.  So  the  factory  will  be  closed  and  the 
transfer  to  the  new  factory  must  be  arranged  as  a  continuous  flow.  This 
new  factory  will  work  in  the  field  of  light-weight  steel  construction.  The 
workers  will  have  new,  interesting  tasks.  But  it  means  a  big  change  for 
every  individual.  He  must  learn  a  new  trade,  and  it  means  big  changes 
in  his  personal  life.  It  is  this  example  which  shows  the  great  importance 
of  the  cooperation  between  branches  of  industry  or  factories  with  the 
local  councils  and  National  Front  committees. 

The  Mayor  of  Freiberg  described  this  very  well  in  his  contribution 
to  the  discussion.  He  spoke  of  the  new  methods  of  planning  and 
management,  of  the  need  to  be  economical,  of  the  need  for  order  and 
hygiene.  I  would  like  to  add:  there  are  very  simple  things  that  we  used 
to  take  for  granted,  but  then  we  were  surprised  to  find  that  they  could 
not  be  taken  for  granted.  For  example,  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  it 
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is  normal  in  a  town  or  city  to  put  the  lawns  and  parks  in  order  in  the 
spring  and  to  paint  the  benches.  That  was  our  naive  opinion.  However, 
when  a  number  of  members  of  the  Political  Bureau  went  for  walks,  they 
saw  that  this  is  not  done  everywhere,  and  there  were  benches  which  had 
not  seen  a  coat  of  paint  for  years,  and  the  lawns  were  anything  but  in 
order.  What  angered  us  most  was  that  the  citizens  had  put  up  with  this 
for  years  and  that  no  one  had  stood  up  in  front  of  the  council  and 
asked  :  What  sort  of  work  is  this?  When  is  this  going  to  be  changed?-This 
would  have  brought  a  fresh  breeze  into  the  council  meeting  and  would 
have  been  a  lesson  to  the  councillors.  The  people  could  have  tidied  up 
their  lawns  together,  something  they  could  have  done  years  ago. 

We  know  that  nothing  happens  of  its  own  accord,  that  decisions  must 
not  only  be  made,  but  controlled  with  the  help  of  the  people.  We  cannot 
tolerate  that  everything  is  done  through  administration.  I  welcome  the 
words  of  the  Freiberg  Mayor  and  hope  that  the  necessary  conclusions 
will  be  drawn  everywhere.  In  Aue  and  a  number  of  other  towns,  excellent 
examples  have  been  created  for  the  development  of  social  life,  for 
giving  the  towns  a  new  look.  There  are  examples  of  local,  town  and 
district  councils  building  recreation  centres  for  the  weekend.  District 
councils  and  enterprises  have  agreed  to  build,  for  example,  a  recreation 
centre  close  to  the  Kyffhauser  Mountain.  The  county  councils  of  Suhl 
and  Erfurt  have  decided  to  construct  cafes  and  restaurants  along  the 
Rennsteig.  In  a  whole  number  of  holiday  and  recreation  centres  the 
supply  and  other  services  have  been  combined.  This  is  good  progress.  The 
road  is  clearly  indicated.  Now  it  is  important  for  the  necessary  initiative 
to  be  developed  in  every  town  and  every  locality. 

In  the  last  few  months,  the  National  Front  committees  have  done 
much  work  in  popularising  the  best  experiences  in  beautifying  our  home¬ 
land  and  developing  cultural  and  intellectual  life.  By  the  manifold 
development  of  the  Socialist  community  of  man,  the  National  Front  helps 
our  citizens  to  develop  Socialist  consciousness. 

The  economic  laws  of  Socialism  become  effective  through  the  initiative 
of  the  people  in  the  interest  of  the  people  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
whole  of  Socialist  society.  Most  decisive  are  the  ideas  of  the  people, 
their  joint  work,  their  creativeness,  the  people’s  own  initiative.  Needless 
to  say,  in  the  course  of  this  tremendous  construction  work,  conflicts  and 
contradictions  arise.  When  the  figures  in  the  plan  for  building  the 
chemical  industry  are  increased,  the  figures  for  all  building  materials 
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must  be  changed.  If  the  figures  for  the  building  plan  are  increased,  as 
occurred  and  will  continue,  production  of  building  material  in  all  the 
counties  must  also  increase.  If  this  does  not  happen  quickly  enough,  con¬ 
flicts  and  contradictions  arise  which  can  only  be  solved  by  fulfilling  and 
over-fulfilling  the  plans. 

Now  that  we  have  learned,  in  the  past  20  years,  to  plan  and  to 
master  the  economic  laws  of  Socialism  based  on  the  specific  conditions 
in  the  GDR,  it  is  necessary  to  draw  in  all  people  to  take  up  respon¬ 
sibility  and  help  in  the  work.  May  everyone  carry  responsibility  for  the 
whole,  may  everyone  feel  an  equal  and  responsible  link  in  our  Socialist 
society. 

Are  We  Doing  “Well  Enough”? 

Now  there  are  some  people  who  ask:  Why  all  these  new  things?  We  are 
doing  well  enough  now.  And  some  workers  in  factories  where  the  plan  is 
fulfilled  and  the  living  standard  has  risen  accordingly  think  in  a  similar 
fashion.  I  was  asked  this  question  by  a  member  of  an  agricultural  co¬ 
operative.  I  do  not  doubt  that  that  farm  is  working  well!  But  is  it  enough 
today,  to  work  well?  In  our  opinion,  we  can  only  measure  with  one  rod: 
the  highest  scientific  and  technological  standard  in  all  spheres.  Is  it 
not  necessary  to  work  more  efficiently,  to  increase  yields  so  that  we  need 
import  less  food?  Is  it  not  necessary  to  lower  the  agricultural  production 
costs  so  that  the  cooperating  units  of  agriculture  and  food  industry  can 
buy  new  machine  systems  and  develop  modern  food  production?  The 
increase  in  accumulation  necessary  for  this  leads  to  further  mechani¬ 
sation  and  automation  and  eases  the  work  of  the  farmers.  And  this 
means  a  further  rise  in  farmers’  living  standards.  And,  through  this,  it 
will  become  possible  to  improve  cultural  life  in  the  villages.  In  other 
words:  the  more  agricultural  costs  decrease,  the  better  can  we  apply 
the  latest  findings  of  agrobiology,  agricultural  technology  and  chemistry, 
the  more  modern  are  the  machines  we  can  use  and  the  more  possibili¬ 
ties  exist  for  creating  in  the  countryside  the  same  comforts  and  variety 
of  life  as  exist  in  the  cities. 
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What  Determines  the  Speed  of  Development? 


In  connection  with  the  Leipzig  Fair,  the  question  was  asked:  What 
actually  determines  the  speed  of  scientific,  technological  and  economic 
development?  I  should  like  to  give  an  exact  reply.  The  speed  of  our 
economic  development  is  determined  firstly  by  the  people  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic,  to  be  precise,  by  their  striving  to  improve  their 
living  conditions  and  to  develop  Socialist  society  and  also  by  their 
consciousness  that  through  their  work  they  strengthen  the  GDR  and 
help  secure  peace.  The  better  and  more  qualified  each  individual  works, 
the  better  Socialist  teamwork  develops,  the  quicker  is  progress  made. 

Secondly,  economic  development  is  determined  by  the  necessity  for 
top  scientific  and  technical  performances  in  order  to  buy  and  sell 
favourably  on  the  world  market.  That  is  why  it  is  so  important  to  achieve 
the  most  effective  economic  structure  in  national  economy  and  to  master 
the  scientific  and  technological  revolution  in  the  whole  economy,  and 
in  every  individual  factory. 

Thirdly,  the  speed  is  determined  by  the  need  to  beautify  our  home¬ 
land,  our  Socialist  society.  The  main  question  in  the  transition  to  a 
completely  developed  Socialist  society  is  to  eliminate  the  remnants  of 
capitalism  and  to  shape  a  Socialist,  highly  cultured  life  for  all  our 
citizens  in  town  and  countryside. 

And  fourthly,  it  is  necessary  to  create  the  means  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  our  Socialist  homeland. 

The  forecast  for  the  development  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
as  substantiated  at  the  7th  Congress  of  the  Socialist  Unity  Party  and 
expounded  at  the  9th  Plenary  Session  of  its  Central  Committee,  gives 
the  direction  for  developments  in  the  counties,  districts,  towns  and 
villages.  At  the  same  time  as  the  big  economic  tasks  are  fulfilled,  people 
everywhere,  from  the  big  cities  to  the  tiniest  village,  must  see  today’s 
tasks  with  tomorrow’s  eyes.  The  movement  "Join  in  beautifying  our  towns 
and  villages”  serves  to  improve  our  homeland  and  overcome  backward¬ 
ness  and  inefficiency. 

It  serves  to  speed  up  our  development  when  the  local  National  Front 
Committee  in  Gross  Luckow  in  Strasburg  district  wins  over  all  citizens 
to  help  and  when  it  combines  the  various  aspects  of  social  life  with  its 
work.  In  its  political  work,  the  Committee  concentrated  on  the  main 
task  facing  its  area:  to  develop  a  cooperating  unit.  It  discussed  the 
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emulation  program  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  transition  to 
farming  on  the  basis  of  contractual  cooperation.  It  concerned  itself  with 
the  living  and  working  conditions  of  the  people,  with  a  road  between 
Gross  and  Klein  Luckow,  with  extension  of  services,  with  the  further 
qualification  of  the  farmers  in  the  central  day  continuation  school  and 
organised  a  sport  festival  for  the  people  in  the  cooperating  unit.  It  is 
an  interesting  program. 

It  is  good  that  the  local  committee  in  Haidemuhl  in  Spremberg  district 
holds  an  exhibition-based  on  the  automation  of  the  glass  works-which 
gives  the  people  an  idea  of  what  is  being  planned  for  their  area  to 
master  the  scientific  and  technological  revolution  and  how  it  affects 
their  lives. 

It  is  good  when  the  Tenants’  Committee  in  20-22  Reichpietsch  Strasse, 
Arnstadt,  Erfurt  County,  turn  an  attic  into  a  room  for  cultural  activities 
and  organise  various  functions,  such  as  discussions  on  books,  films  and 
television  plays,  on  topical  political  problems,  e.g.  the  appeal  and  theses 
in  preparation  for  the  GDR’s  20th  anniversary.  Outside  their  house,  the 
tenants  laid  out  a  lawn  with  fountain  and  a  sports  ground.  Many  similar 
examples  of  the  activities  of  the  National  Front  could  be  given. 


When  Will  We  Reach  the  Peak? 

Now  some  people  ask:  When  will  we  have  reached  the  peak?  I  should 
also  like  to  answer  this  question.  The  next  highlight  will  be  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  Then 
we  shall  review  how  far  we  have  come  and  what  we  have  achieved.  We 
shall  draw  a  balance.  We  shall  popularise  the  best  experiences  in  all 
fields  so  that  they  can  be  applied  everywhere.  We  shall  consider  what 
should  be  done  in  future,  how  we  can  work  still  better,  and  make  further 
progress.  This  makes  it  necessary  to  work  out,  through  scientific  research, 
what  developments  will  look  like  in  1980  and  later,  and,  keeping  the 
forecasting  figures  in  mind,  work  out  the  details  for  the  long-term  plan 
from  1971  to  1975.  All  leading  organs  are  responsible  for  this  and  it 
is  necessary  that  the  mass  of  the  people  in  factories,  scientific  institutions 
and  in  the  localities  are  well-informed  and  drawn  into  this  work. 

Should  anyone  ask,  when  do  we  get  to  the  next  peak,  I  can  only  reply: 
in  1975.  Like  the  mountain-climbers,  when  we  have  reached  one  peak 
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we  strive  for  the  next.  We  must  always  realise:  Socialism-that  is  workers’ 
and  farmers’  power  plus  the  scientific  and  technological  revolution.  This  is 
the  road  to  happiness  for  the  people.  In  this  way,  the  superiority  of 
Socialism  over  capitalism  will  be  proved  once  and  for  all. 

People’s  happiness  will  be  shaped  by  the  Socialist  community  of  man, 
through  their  higher  ideological  consciousness  and  specialised  knowl¬ 
edge. 


What  Has  Our  Constitution  to  Do  with  Overcoming 
Dogmatism  and  Revisionism? 

The  main  speaker,  Professor  Wirzberger,  and  also  participants  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion  often  referred  to  our  Constitution  and  their  experiences  in  its 
implementation.  The  Constitution  also  stipulates  the  tasks  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  National  Front.  One  can  already  say  that  the  Con¬ 
stitution  has  proved  to  be  an  excellent  instrument  for  the  creative  work 
of  the  people  in  shaping  developed  Socialist  society.  It  is  decisive  in 
developing  the  working  people’s  strength  and  capabilities,  their  critical 
attitude  towards  the  level  attained  in  joint  work,  in  encouraging  their 
team-work  and  in  extending  Socialist  democracy  in  the  course  of  solving 
problems.  This  is  so  because  our  Constitution  lays  down  the  character 
and  tasks  of  the  Socialist  German  state  from  a  Marxist-Leninist  viewpoint. 

Now  some  people  abroad  have  demanded  that  the  people  of  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  should  discuss  dogmatism  and  revisionism 
rather  than  these  things.  In  fact,  in  certain  countries,  some  people  are  disap¬ 
pointed  that  their  appeals  to  this  effect  have  remained  unheard.  They 
have  not  grasped  a  very  simple  truth:  If  our  enemy  makes  such  recom¬ 
mendations  one  must  first  take  a  look  at  what  is  behind  them.  Surely  no 
one  can  claim  that  working  out  and  carrying  through  the  new  economic 
system  of  planning  and  management  has  anything  to  do  with  dogmatism. 
Surely  not  even  our  enemies  will  claim  that,  I  hope. 

Of  course,  we  do  not  think  that  we  know  everything.  In  the  Constitution 
we  have  embodied  the  principles  of  Socialist  society.  To  make  them 
come  to  life  is  a  strenuous  and  complicated  process.  But  what  is  the  main 
point?  These  principles  and  the  laws  of  social  development,  the  laws  of 
economic  development  and  our  adhering  to  them,  give  us  the  op- 
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portunity  to  work  out  tactical  variants  for  utilising  every  favourable  situa¬ 
tion  in  order  to  achieve  our  aim.  Only  the  consistent  application  of  these 
principles  makes  it  possible  to  apply  those  tactical  variants,  which  will 
win  over  people  who  still  have  to  fight  against  their  antiquated  habitsand 
views,  and  induce  them  to  become  more  active  and  gradually  convince 
them. 

Let  us  now  look  back  to  1945,  when  the  workers  and  even  the  engineers 
in  the  farm  machinery  factories  started  work  with  the  production  of 
sickles  and  scythes,  and  the  farmers  were  happy  when  they  received 
them.  Now,  these  factories  are  producing  the  E  512  combine  harvester 
which  has  a  quality  and  technical  performance  which  determines  world 
standards.  What  a  tremendous  development  of  the  workers  and  engi¬ 
neers,  of  the  managers  of  these  agricultural  machine  factories!— I  re¬ 
member  when  I  first  visited  the  Buna  Works  in  1945,  they  were  happy  to 
show  me  synthetic  rubber  soles  for  shoes.  That  was  top  performance  at  the 
time.  And  then  a  new  production  plan  was  worked  out  for  the  Buna 
Works. 

This  required  a  tremendous  development  in  the  consciousness  of  the 
workers:  the  consciousness  that  the  factories  now  belonged  to  them, 
that  they  were  now  responsible  for  planning,  for  production  and  the 
whole  technological  development,  and  this  was  a  gradual  process  over 
many  years,  a  process  in  which  the  working  class  became  fully  aware  of 
its  responsibility  and  learned  to  manage  production,  to  apply  new 
planning  methods  and  to  acquire  modern  technologies. 

This  development  of  the  consciousness  and  the  capabilities  of  the 
working  people  was  only  possible  because  we  applied  the  laws  of  social 
and  economic  development  undogmatically  and,  right  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  did  everything  to  increase  the  sense  of  responsibility  and  the 
creative  initiative  of  the  working  people. 

Everywhere  in  the  world  people  talk  about  what  concerns  them 
most,  what  affects  them,  and  that  is  why  the  citizens  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  discuss  how  they  can  reach  the  highest  level  in  all 
fields  on  the  basis  of  the  achievements  of  two  decades,  to  make  their 
lives  more  pleasant,  to  perfect  the  Socialist  system,  to  strengthen  their 
state  and  make  their  contribution  to  strengthening  the  community  of 
Socialist  nations.  That  is  what  our  people  consider  to  be  Socialist  dem¬ 
ocracy  and  that  is  how  it  is  developed  and  consolidated. 
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How  Far  is  the  Socialist  Community 
of  Man  Developed? 

A  genuine  community  of  humans  living  together  is  an  old,  humanist  ideal. 
Goethe  demanded:  "Man  must  be  noble,  helpful  and  good.’’  The 
bourgeois  revolution  proclaimed  Liberty,  Equality  and  Fraternity. 
Christians  call  upon  people  to  love  one’s  neighbour  as  oneself.  But  all 
these  dreams  of  a  truly  human  community  were  frustrated  by  social 
reality,  by  the  relations  of  ownership  and  the  ruling  order  in  the  exploiting 
societies. 

Only  the  working  class  began  to  put  these  humanist  ideals  into 
practice.  One  expression  was  the  solidarity  of  the  working  class  in  the 
struggle  against  the  capitalists.  The  Socialist  revolution  has  completely 
changed  the  old  relationships.  It  has  eliminated  the  exploitation  of  man 
by  man  and  founded  the  political  and  economic  power  of  the  working 
people.  It  opened  up  all  opportunities  for  friendship  and  fraternal  co¬ 
operation  between  people.  The  basis  for  this  is  the  alliance  of  the  work¬ 
ing  class  as  leading  social  force  with  all  other  classes  and  strata  of  the 
people  who  establish  ever  closer  links  to  the  working  class. 

Much  was  said  in  the  discussion  about  the  fact  that  the  various  strata 
of  the  population  consider  themselves  at  one  with  the  working  class. 
Bishop  Mitzenheim  described  very  well  the  content  of  this  coopera¬ 
tive  life  in  the  community.  Yes,  it  is  true,  we  came  together  from  a  feeling 
of  humanist  responsibility.  This  cooperation  dates  back  to  the  Second 
World  War  at  the  front  against  fascism  and  in  the  "Free  Germany” 
National  Committee.  It  was  then  that  people  of  different  views,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  walks  of  life,  with  different  ideologies  started  working  together. 
This  cooperation  was  not  always  easy.  And  yet  it  was  successful.  If  Bishop 
Mitzenheim  could  underline  this  responsibility  for  humanism  at  this  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  National  Front,  it  was  because  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  humanism  has  a  actual  basis,  a  true  social,  economic  and 
political  basis,  thanks  to  the  victory  of  the  working  class  and  its  allies 
in  the  anti-fascist  and  democratic  transformation  and  in  the  Socialist 
revolution. 

Of  course,  we  know  that  the  development  of  the  Socialist  community 
of  man  in  this  period  of  transition  to  the  completed  Socialist  society  is  a 
complicated  and  many-sided  process,  in  the  course  of  which  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  old  in  the  thinking,  feeling  and  actions  of  people  must  be 
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overcome  by  the  education  and  self-education  of  the  people.  The  So¬ 
cialist  community  of  man  that  we  are  translating  into  reality  step  by  step 
goes  far  beyond  the  old  humanist  ideal.  It  does  not  only  mean  being 
helpful,  good  and  brotherly  or  to  love  one’s  neighbour.  It  is  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  individual  into  a  Socialist  all-round  personality  and  of  the 
many  into  a  Socialist  community  in  the  process  of  working  together, 
learning  together,  working  out  and  managing  social  processes  together, 
particularly  through  work  in  the  National  Front  and  it  includes  participa¬ 
tion  in  a  many-sided,  rich,  cultural  life. 

In  past  years  many  elements  of  the  Socialist  community  of  man  have 
developed  in  the  work  teams,  the  tenants’  committees,  and  other  forms 
of  socialist  democracy.  The  principles  of  Socialist  morality  are  in¬ 
creasingly  influencing  the  life  of  the  citizens  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic.  It  has  become  known  in  the  world  that  the  "German  miracle’’ 
in  our  Republic  is  not  just  simply  an  "economic  miracle",  but  is,  above 
all,  a  tremendous  change  in  the  people. 

But  we  are  by  no  means  at  the  end  of  our  road  to  the  Socialist  com¬ 
munity  of  man.  Those  who  believe  that  it  is  sufficient  to  be  just  friendly 
and  polite  to  one's  neighbours,  oversimplify  the  matter.  The  So¬ 
cialist  community  of  man  is,  and  will  remain,  our  great  common  aim.  It 
becomes  reality  in  the  work  teams,  in  the  various  forms  of  democratic 
participation  of  the  people  in  social  matters,  in  the  schools  and,  last  but 
not  least,  in  the  family. 

Socialist  morality,  the  spirit  of  comradely  cooperation  and  mutual  help 
has  already  become  a  matter  of  course  for  many  of  our  citizens.  More 
and  more  people  work,  not  only  out  of  economic  necessity,  but  because  it 
has  become  an  inner  urge.  Each  society  develops  its  own  principles  of 
social  life  and  of  moral  conduct.  In  capitalist  society,  the  capitalist  class 
determined  the  rules  and  morality  of  society.  Under  workers’  and  farmers’ 
power,  morality  is  determined  by  the  working  class  and  their  allies;  they 
are  laid  down  in  the  Socialist  Constitution  and  in  the  laws.  West  German 
journalists  carrying  out  subversive  activities  in  a  certain  people’s  demo¬ 
cratic  country  took  special  pains  to  establish  that  allegedly  there  did 
not  exist  any  such  moral  laws  in  the  particular  country  as  in  the  German 
Democratic  Republic. 

The  course  of  the  popular  discussion  on  the  draft  of  the  new  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  the  broad  discussion  in  preparation  for  this  Congress  showed 
that  the  people  do  not  consider  the  laws  of  Socialist  morality  to  be  just 
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an  expression  of  Socialist  humanism,  but  through  the  Socialist  com¬ 
munity  of  man,  try  to  develop  Socialist  morals  still  further.  No  citizen  of 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  longs  for  capitalist  morals  where  "dog 
eats  dog”.  No  one  in  the  GDR  wants  the  West  German  propaganda  of 
murder  and  war,  and  the  spread  of  disbelief  in  human  virtues. 


On  Good  Moral  Intentions  and  Poor  Results 

But  there  are  in  our  country  still  quite  a  number  of  citizens  who, 
though  well-intentioned,  frequently  act  in  a  different  manner.  I  am 
referring  to  people  who  are  so-to-speak  under-developed  in  quite 
definite  respects,  because  they  are  still  dragging  along  remnants  of 
inveterate  capitalist  ways  of  thinking  and  conduct.  This  is  another  point 
about  which  we  must  speak  candidly.  We  should  not  try  to  make  people 
believe  that  everything  in  our  garden  is  lovely.  There  are  still  plenty  of 
problems  waiting  to  be  solved  and  we  are  not  short  of  many  sorts  of 
problems. 

Aren’t  there  still  some  economic  officials  who  stubbornly  refuse  to 
inform  the  working  people  of  the  situation  in  their  enterprise  and  who 
think  they  can  do  without  the  co-determination  of  every  person  in 
planning  and  management?  Aren’t  there  still  some  officials  who  simply 
do  not  respond  to  petitions,  advice  and  suggestions  submitted  by  the 
citizens  and  dodge  clear  and  convincing  answers  to  questions  asked  by 
the  working  people?  Aren’t  there  still  some  members  of  popular 
representative  bodies  who  are  hardly  known  to  their  electors  because 
they  fail  to  regularly  discuss  matters  with  them  and  to  give  an  account  of 
their  activities?  Aren’t  there  still  artisans  who  make  the  urgency  of  some 
repair  work  dependent  on  the  size  of  the  tip  which  they  can  pocket  in 
case  of  quick  response?  Aren’t  there  still  men  who,  while  talking 
grandiloquently  of  the  equality  of  women,  look  askance  at  any  female 
colleague  who  qualifies  herself  and  take  life  easy  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  at  home,  while  their  womenfolk  are  kept  busy  after  working 
hours  with  the  household  chores  and  the  education  of  their  children? 
Aren’t  there  still  people  who  spread  rumours  instead  of  seeking  exact 
information  from  the  right  quarters  on  political  and  local  events? 
Indeed,  such  people  are  still  to  be  found. 

Under  capitalism  it  is  common  to  sack  people  who  do  not  pull  their 


30 


weight.  Thus  shop  assistants  who  treat  the  customers  badly  and  thereby 
do  harm  to  business,  are  simply  fired.  This  is  not  the  way  we  do  things, 
not  only  because  of  our  labour  shortage,  but  because  we  believe  that 
we  shall,  by  a  joint  effort,  succeed  in  educating  such  fellow-citizens  and 
in  making  them  familiar  with  the  rules  of  Socialist  community  life  and 
the  principles  of  socialist  ethics.  But  we  must  not  by  any  means  allow 
any  individual  citizen,  through  neglect  of  their  duties,  indifference  and 
lack  of  interest  to  irritate  people,  to  impair  their  joy  of  life  and  thus  to 
harm  the  interests  of  society. 

The  local  committee  of  the  National  Front  in  Romhild  in  the  District 
of  Meiningen  did  exactly  the  right  thing  by  immediately  investigating 
criticism  citizens  levelled  at  an  arbitrary  curtailment  of  the  shopping 
facilities.  In  cooperation  with  the  Council  those  who  were  in  charge 
of  nationally-owned  and  cooperative  stores  were  left  in  no  doubt  that 
on  the  territory  of  the  town  the  local  council  is  competent  to  take  deci¬ 
sions  by  watching  the  interests  and  listening  to  justified  proposals  of 
the  working  people.  It  was  jointly  stipulated  that  the  store  managements 
must  first  equip  and  open  up  new  stores  which  safeguard  rationalised 
trade  before  closing  down  any  old  shops.  And  this  is  what  was  actually 
done  and  this  is  how  matters  must  be  settled  everywhere  in  similar  situa¬ 
tions. 

The  task  of  the  citizens  in  the  Socialist  social  system  consists  in  giving 
effect,  through  social  education,  to  the  precepts  of  morality  and  laws 
of  ethics  and  in  getting  people  used  to  them.  And  this  is  one  of  the 
paramount  tasks  of  the  committees  of  the  National  Front  and  their 
members. 


What  is  the  Significance 
of  the  Latest  Television  Plays? 

In  our  discussion  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  development  of 
intellectual-cultural  life.  Special  mention  was  made  of  the  significance 
of  a  number  of  television  plays  of  recent  times  and  their  influence  on  the 
development  of  a  Socialist  consciousness.  The  demand  raised  by  the 
Seventh  Congress  of  the  Socialist  Unity  Party  of  Germany  to  shape  new 
subjects  of  our  art  and  literature  in  accordance  with  the  overall  develop- 
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merit  of  society  has,  in  the  recent  past,  been  realised  in  a  responsible 
manner  by  the  pace-makers  in  the  artistic  sphere  by  continuing  to  march 
on  the  road  blazed  by  the  Bitterfeld  decisions.  Comrade  Bengsch 
spoke  in  this  discussion  on  several  problems  connected  with  TV  plays. 
Our  German  literature  has  travelled  a  long  way  from  the  artistic 
interpretation  of  the  humanist  ideal  in  the  works  of  our  classic  writers 
Goethe,  Schiller  and  Lessing  to  the  militant  humanism  of  anti-imperialist 
•literature  which  are  characterised  by  the  works  of  Heinrich  Mann, 
Thomas  Mann,  Lion  Feuchtwanger,  Friedrich  Wolf  and  Erich  Weinert 
right  up  to  Socialist  national  literature  which  is  represented  by  the  poems 
of  Johannes  R.  Becher,  novels  by  Anna  Seghers  and  Arnold  Zweig,  plays 
by  Bertolt  Brecht  and  our  present  Socialist  literature  which  finds  its 
particular  expression  in  the  television  drama.  With  great  works  of  tele¬ 
vised  drama,  such  as  Helmut  Sakowski’s  "Wege  ubers  Land”,  Benito 
Wogatzki’s  “Zeit  ist  Gluck”,  Gerhard  Bengsch’  “Krupp  und  Krause”, 
Georg  Egels  “Ich,  Axel  Caesar  Springer”  these  authors  succeeded,  by 
creatively  cooperating  with  the  collective  of  the  German  TV  Service,  in 
tackling  and  shaping  fundamental  problems  of  our  epoch  in  an  artistic 
manner.  Progress  in  Socialist  art  and  the  creative  methods  of  Socialist 
realism  which  were  recently  perpetuated  by  Anna  Seghers'  novel  “Das 
Vertrauen”,  the  advances  achieved  by  socialist  architecture  and  other 
works  in  various  spheres  of  art  have  been  considerably  stimulated  and 
splendidly  reaffirmed  by  the  works  of  a  young  type  of  art,  the  TV  drama. 

The  artistic  quality  of  these  works,  their  profound  ideological  content 
imbued  with  the  philosophy  of  Marxism-Leninism  were,  at  the  same  time, 
the  basis  of  their  broad  public  appeal  in  our  Republic  and  the  interest 
accorded  them  in  many  fraternal  countries.  Thus,  approximately  eight 
million  citizens  from  all  sections  of  the  population  followed  with  rapt  in¬ 
terest  the  course  of  each  of  these  TV  dramas  on  their  screens.  Public  and 
creative  discussions  between  the  authors,  the  actors  and  their  audiences 
became  a  genuine  and  integral  part  of  the  intellectual-cultural  life  of 
our  Socialist  way  of  life.  Just  to  quote  one  example:  Some  15,000  citi¬ 
zens,  mainly  workers,  young  people,  soldiers  but  also  progressive  people 
from  West  Germany  participated  in  36  forums  which  were  organised  by 
the  TV  Service  to  discuss  the  “Krupp  and  Krause”  series. 

Through  their  TV-plays,  Messrs.  Sakowski,  Wogatzki,  Bengsch  and  Egel 
have  proved  in  an  exemplary  manner  that  the  convincing  and  artistically 
satisfying  interpretation  in  Socialist  art  is  an  extremely  differentiated 
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process  in  which  a  multitude  of  possibilities  of  thematic  approach,  spe¬ 
cific  message  and  artistic  signature  exist  and  must  be  consciously 
utilised.  This  also  finds  its  confirmation  in  the  increasing  depth, 
wide  scope  and  variety  of  the  other  artistic  types  and  genres,  but 
comes  most  purposefully  to  the  fore  in  the  pioneering  feats  of  tele¬ 
vision  drama.  The  break-through  to  the  moving  Socialist  popular  drama 
with  unforgettable,  masterly  differentiated  popular  figures  such  as  fore¬ 
man  Falk,  Fred  Krause,  Gertrud  Habersaat  and  Willi  Heyer,  just  as  the 
philosophical  scope,  the  issues  aired  in  these  works  and  the  dialectic 
juxtaposition  of  past,  present  and  future  are  unmistakable  and  intrinsic 
advantages  of  Socialist  art. 

In  this  sense,  content  and  interpretation  of  these  works  not  only  formed 
a  deep-reaching  unity  with  the  genuine  humanism  of  our  Socialist  system 
and  the  ethics  of  the  Socialist  artist,  but  are,  at  the  same  time,  an  un¬ 
compromising  rebuff  to  all  modernistic-decadent  phenomena  of  the 
decline  of  late  capitalism.  Millions  of  citizens  of  our  Republic  recognise 
themselves  in  the  heroes  of  these  TV  plays  and  films  which  become,  in 
this  way,  paramount  factors  in  the  development  of  Socialist  conscious¬ 
ness  and  personality. 


How  is  the  Relationship 

between  the  GDR  and  the  GFR  going  to  Develop? 

I  should  like  to  reply  to  a  few  questions  which  have  been  put  to  me  by 
delegates  and  guests  in  the  course  of  this  Congress:  The  first  question 
was:  How  do  you  expect  the  relationship  between  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  and  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  to  develop? 

Let  us  proceed  from  the  real  situation.  The  relationship  between 
the  Socialist  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  monopoly-capitalist 
Federal  Republic  is  determined  by  the  historic  obligation  of  every  Ger¬ 
man  to  ensure  that  never  again  a  war  be  launched  from  German  soil. 
After  monopoly  capital  has  inflicted  on  the  German  nation  two  world 
wars,  a  great  number  of  crises  and  great  social  insecurity,  the  people  of 
the  GDR  have  torn  out  by  the  roots  the  power  of  monopoly  capital,  mili¬ 
tarism  and  Nazism,  whereas  in  West  Germany  the  power  of  the  arma¬ 
ment  monopolies  and  militarism  has  been  restored.  This  is  the  source  also 


3  9229  -  2 


33 


of  the  tensions  and  conflicts  in  Europe.  Revanchism  which  is  pursued  by 
the  extremist  forces  of  monopoly  capital,  top-brass  and  the  Nazi  party  is 
the  root-cause  of  perpetual  tensions.  The  peace  forces  of  all  European 
countries  are  interested  in  preserving  peace  by  organising  a  con¬ 
ference  of  the  European  states  for  the  safeguarding  of  European  security. 
The  Appeal  issued  by  the  member  states  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  for  the 
preparation  of  a  conference  for  European  security  by  the  governments 
and  peoples  of  Europe  is  a  great  initiative  enabling  an  advance  on 
the  road  of  peace,  European  security  and  the  establishment  of  normal 
relations  between  the  countries  of  Europe  to  be  made. 


On  the  “Juridical  Claims”  raised  by  the 
Social  Democratic  Ministers 

I  am  often  asked  the  question:  What  do  the  Social  Democratic  Ministers 
actually  mean  by  stating  that  they  are  prepared  to  establish  a  modus 
vivendi  with  the  GDR  without,  however,  giving  up  the  so-called  juridical 
claims  raised  by  the  Bonn  Government?  This  question  touches  on  an 
important  issue.  The  Social  Democratic  Ministers  within  the  Bonn 
Government  never  tire  in  devising  new  formulations  on  their  alleged 
preparedness  to  detente  and  understanding.  They  talk  of  a  "new” 
Eastern  policy,  but  what  that  looks  like  in  actual  fact  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated  in  Czechoslovakia. 

Only  recently,  the  secretary  of  the  Social  Democratic  parliamentary 
group  stated  that  his  party  will  give  careful  consideration  to  the  Appeal 
of  the  States  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty,  but  it  could  already  now  be  said  that 
no  discussions  on  European  security  could  be  conducted  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  status  quo,  since  the  Bonn  Coalition  Government  aimed 
at  the  changing  of  the  status  quo.  Changing  of  the  status  quo  is  tanta¬ 
mount  to  altering  the  frontiers,  meaning  a  change  in  the  balance  of 
power  in  favour  of  the  hegemonic  aspirations  of  West  German  im¬ 
perialism.  This  seems  to  conflict  with  European  security. 

It  is  interesting  to  see  that  whenever  the  Social  Democratic  Ministers 
talk  of  European  security  they  never  miss  adding  just  a  small  proviso, 
namely  that  the  Bonn  Government  will  not  renounce  any  of  its  juridical 
claims.  Yet  when  Bonn  staged  its  provocation  by  holding  the  West 
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German  Federal  Assembly  in  West  Berlin  we  indeed  experienced  what 
lies  behind  such  a  juridical  claim.  It  means  the  attempt  to  incorporate 
West  Berlin  in  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  and  to  transform  it 
into  a  basis  in  the  campaign  the  Bonn  rulers  are  waging  against  the 
GDR.  Now  some  Social  Democratic  Ministers  hit  on  the  idea  that  one 
might  possibly  exclude  these  issues  from  discussions  on  European 
security  and  so-to-speak  cause  the  other  side  to  keep  silent  on  contested 
issues  such  as  e.g.,  the  renunciation  of  Bonn’s  claim  to  represent  all  of 
Germany. 

What  kind  of  claims  are  those  then  which  are  not  to  be  renounced  and 
which,  according  to  Bonn,  should  be  excluded?  There  are,  e.g.,  Bonn’s 
claims  to  the  1937  borders  or  the  allegation  that  the  dictate  of  Munich, 
which  sealed  the  dismemberment  of  Czechoslovakia,  was  concluded  in 
a  legally  binding  manner.  There  is,  furthermore,  the  claim  of  the  Bonn 
Government  to  be  the  sole  spokesman  for  all  Germans.  Then  there  is 
the  impudent  and  aggressive  pretence,  which  is  laid  down  in  West  Ger¬ 
man  legal  enactments  in  black  and  white,  that  those  laws  also  apply 
to  the  citizens  of  the  GDR,  Poland  and  even  citizens  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

Can  there  be  at  all  a  modus  vivendi  between  the  GDR  and  the  West 
German  Federal  Republic  as  long  as  all  these  basic  issues  of  Bonn’s 
revenge-seeking  policy  are  neither  explicitly  relinquished  nor  excluded? 
Of  course  this  is  out  of  the  question.  Any  agreement  reached  on  such  a 
foundation  of  the  continuation  of  those  so-called  juridical  claims  would 
only  legalise  the  basic  elements  of  the  revanchist  policy  pursued  by  the 
imperialist  circles  in  Bonn.  And  this  is  precisely  what  Herr  Brandt  would 
like  to  achieve  by  coining  ever  new  terms.  Yet  those  gentlemen  are  mis¬ 
taken  in  their  belief  that  they  could  evade  the  paramount  issue  by 
juggling  with  words.  The  basic  issue,  not  a  iota  of  which  can  be  argued 
away,  is  complete  equality  between  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
and  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  without  any  restrictions  or 
provisos,  the  recognition  of  the  status  quo  and  of  the  European  borders, 
as  they  have  emerged  as  a  result  of  the  Second  World  War. 

I,  therefore,  want  to  state  with  complete  clarity:  The  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic  is  no  less  than  internationally  recognised  state,  no  less  a 
subject  of  international  law  as  the  West  German  Federal  Republic.  This 
is  the  very  basis  upon  which  an  understanding  on  disarmament,  the 
renunciation  of  any  revenge-seeking  schemes,  war  propaganda  and 
neo-Nazi  propaganda  must  be  arrived  at. 
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An  interview  granted  by  Herr  Brandt  to  a  West  German  weekly  seems 
to  indicate  that  he  is  beginning  to  realise  that  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  is  a  sovereign  state.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  could  have  sensed 
this  as  early  as  1955,  but  he  is  only  just  now  waking  up  to  this  fact  after 
the  tactics  of  his  head  of  government,  Herr  Kiesinger,  have  failed  in  the 
attempt  to  circumvent  the  sovereign  German  Democratic  Republic  when 
holding,  in  a  provocative  manner,  the  West  German  Federal  Assembly 
in  West  Berlin.  We  might  just  as  well  let  those  gentlemen  into  the  secret 
that  there  are  agreements  between  the  members  of  the  Warsaw  Pact 
as  well  as  between  the  GDR  and  the  USSR  governments  which  safeguard 
in  every  case  a  coordination  of  our  strategy,  our  tactics  and  our  concrete 
measures.  Those  gentlemen  in  Bonn  should  give  up  the  idle  attempt  to 
differentiate.  In  these  attempts  they  might,  at  best,  make  fools  of 
themselves. 


Who  Is  Interested  in  European  Security? 

The  next  question  concerns  the  meeting  of  the  Political  Consultative 
Committee  in  Budapest.  I  was  asked:  “How  do  you  assess  the  appeal  of 
the  Budapest  meeting  calling  on  all  states  and  peoples  in  Europe  to  take 
an  active  part  in  establishing  a  system  of  European  security?  As  I  have 
made  a  few  remarks  about  this  already  in  my  introduction,  I  can  now 
restrict  myself  to  some  supplementary  statements. 

The  Political  Consultative  Committee  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  member 
states  had  to  deal  in  detail  with  European  security.  The  stepped-up 
armament  in  the  West  German  Federal  Republic,  the  provocative  and 
peace-endangering  activities  of  the  Bonn  Government  and  its  revanchist 
and  expansionist  policy  have  worsened  the  situation  in  Europe  and 
heightened  tension. 

Neither  could  we  ignore  the  fact  that  Bonn  to  a  growing  extent  uses 
NATO  for  its  policy  of  revenge.  This  has  become  evident  from  NATO 
activities  in  the  recent  period.  In  particular  this  has  been  proved  by  the 
decisions  taken  by  the  NATO  Ministerial  Council  in  December.  With 
due  attention  we  have  been  observing  a  whole  series  of  provocative 
manoeuvres  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  frontiers.  It  is  also  within  this 
framework  that  we  see  the  activity  of  the  Baltic  Area  NATO  Command. 

The  NATO  Fallex  68  exercises  and  other  actions  showed  that  in 
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the  NATO  plans,  the  preparation  and  performance  of  military  actions 
are  linked  with  political  and  ideological  acts  of  subversion,  prepared 
and  implemented  in  strategic  coordination,  and  with  psychological 
warfare  against  the  Warsaw  Treaty  member  states.  In  view  of  this  state 
of  affairs  we  shall  have  to  assess  any  kind  of  ideological  subversion 
and  psychological  warfare  against  our  countries  from  the  outset  as 
part  of  an  attempt  to  carry  out  the  NATO  war  plans.  From  this  situa¬ 
tion  we  have  drawn  the  necessary  organisational  and  other  con¬ 
clusions  for  strengthening  the  defence  preparedness  of  the  Warsaw 
Treaty  member  states.  Moreover,  we  have  made  a  new  bid  for  under¬ 
standing  among  all  European  countries  with  a  view  to  bringing  about 
and  guaranteeing  peace  and  security  in~Europe. 

We  think  that  it  corresponds  to  the  vital  interests  of  all  European 
peoples  and  states  that  we  make  a  concerted  effort  to  prevent  the  load 
of  dynamite  represented  by  the  policy  pursued  by  the  revanchist  leaders 
of  the  west  German  Federal  Republic  from  exploding.  We  feel  that  all 
European  States  ought  to  help  us,  for  this  project  is  in  the  interests  of  all 
people  in  Europe. 

We  Germans  are  particularly  interested  in  European  security  being 
ensured  by  an  all-European  conference.  And  the  development  of  the 
past  24  years  has  shown  that  obviously  only  an  agreement  between  all 
states  in  Europe  can  now  bring  about  detente  and  simultaneously 
create  a  political  atmosphere  which  will  also  promote  normalised  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  West  German 
Federal  Republic  in  the  spirit  of  peaceful  coexistence,  once  the  revan¬ 
chist  policy  of  Bonn  and  its  sole  representation  claim  are  buried. 

As  you  know,  our  initiative  for  European  security  is  in  line  with  the 
provisions  and  the  objectives  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic’s 
Constitution. 

I  should  like  to  note  in  this  connection  that  we  appreciate  the  decision 
recently  taken  by  the  Dutch  Social  Democratic  Party  which  at  its  con¬ 
gress  advocated  normal  relations  between  the  Netherlands  and  the 
German  Democratic  Republic,  as  an  important  contribution  towards 
establishing  and  guaranteeing  peace  and  security  in  Europe.  The  West 
German  Foreign  Minister,  Herr  Brandt,  released  a  tirade  of  insults 
against  the  leaders  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  of  the  Netherlands 
because  they  advocated  European  security  and  in  this  connection  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 
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Herr  Brandt’s  abusive  remarks,  however,  will  make  little  impression  on 
the  Dutch  public.  For  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  who  endured  two 
world  wars,  who  experienced  German  militarism  and  fascism  and  suf¬ 
fered  enormously-these  people  certainly  will  not  be  in  favour  of  West 
German  imperialism  gaining  hegemony  in  Europe.  The  Dutch  Social 
Democrats  have  acted  very  wisely.  They  have  drawn  the  correct  lessons 
from  history.  They  want  the  status  quo  to  be  ensured,  but  they  do  not 
want  borders  to  be  revised  in  the  interests  of  West  German  imperialism. 

We  are  convinced  that  Herr  Brandt  and  the  Social  Democratic  leaders 
will  have  to  get  used  to  the  fact  that  also  in  other  countries,  a  number 
of  parties-bourgeois-democratic  and  also  social-democratic  parties- 
will  opt  in  favour  of  the  initiative  for  preparing  a  conference  on  European 
Security,  that  they  contribute  to  this  great  task  of  peace,  and  will  also 
declare  themselves  in  favour  of  recognizing  the  German  Democratic 
Republic. 

We  also  highly  evaluate  similar  efforts  by  realistically  minded  political 
forces  in  France,  in  the  Scandinavian  countries,  in  Italy,  and  other 
European  countries,  which  serve  peace  and  security  in  Europe. 

For  many  years  the  Bonn  Government  has  made  efforts  to  make  the 
Governments  of  capitalist  and  developing  countries  believe  that  the 
establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  GDR  prevents  a  solution 
to  the  German  question.  Meanwhile  it  should  have  been  understood, 
however,  that  the  conservative,  reactionary  and  military  solution 
as  sought  by  the  Bonn  Government  is  not  realistic.  A  unified 
militaristic  Germany  as  envisaged  by  Bonn  would  even  constitute  the 
greatest  danger  to  all  peoples  and  states  in  Europe,  and  to  world 
peace.  In  the  interests  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  there  indeed 
remains  only  the  way  of  understanding  among  all  European  states  on 
the  basis  of  full  equality  and  mutual  recognition.  A  solution  to  the 
problems  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  could  be  found  most  effec¬ 
tively,  and  with  the  best  prospects  for  success  at  an  all-European  con¬ 
ference,  as  has  been  proposed  in  the  appeal  by  the  Political  Consultative 
Committee  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  member  states. 


What  Role  Do  the  Social  Democratic  Ministers  Play? 


I  have  been  asked:  What  role  have  the  Social  Democratic  leaders 
played  so  far  in  the  efforts  of  the  peoples  for  European  security? 
Unfortunately  it  is  a  fact  that  in  the  recent  West  Berlin  crisis  the  Social 
Democratic  leaders  were  not  prepared  to  prevent  the  provocative 
holding  of  the  West  German  Federal  Assembly  meeting  in  West  Berlin. 
Neither  have  they  shown  the  courage  to  enforce  within  the  Bonn 
Government  the  West  German  Federal  Republic’s  accession  to  the 
nuclear  weapon  non-proliferation  treaty.  Instead,  the  Social  Democratic 
Foreign  Minister  has  demonstratively  emphasised  his  "full  agreement” 
with  Defence  Minister  Gerhard  Schroder’s  policy  of  armament  and  ex¬ 
pansion.  The  Social  Democratic  leaders  in  the  Bonn  Government  also 
back  Strauss's  demands  for  West  German  control  over  nuclear  weapons. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  realistic  situation,  and  not  giving  ourselves 
up  to  wishful  thinking,  we  therefore  have  to  see  where  the  Social  Demo¬ 
cratic  leaders  really  stand. 

Why  Does  Brandt  Ask  for  Nixon’s  Assistance? 

A  journalist  has  asked  me  this  question:  Mr.  Chairman,  how  do  you 
judge  the  London  "Times”  interview  with  the  West  German  Foreign  Mi¬ 
nister  in  which  he,  after  the  failure  of  his  new  Eastern  European  policy 
asked  US  President  Nixon  for  assistance?  As  a  result  of  this  question  I 
have  read  the  interview.  Herr  Brandt  said  among  other  things  that  he  was 
against  restricting  or  abolishing  the  existing  Four-Power  agreements, 
but  hoped  “that  the  three  Western  Powers  might  recommend  to  West 
Germany-and  the  Soviet  Union,  to  East  Germany-that  they  should 
negotiate  to  reach  an  improvement  on  certain  bilateral  questions”. 

Is  it  not  amazing  that  a  West  German  Foreign  Minister  suddenly 
comes  out  against  abolishing  the  existing  Four-Power  agreements?  The 
most  important  of  these,  however,  remains  the  Potsdam  Agreement. 
Now  we  should  like  to  see  with  interest  that  Herr  Brandt  and  the  Social 
Democratic  Party  leaders,  although  a  quarter  of  a  century  behind 
schedule,  set  about  enforcing  the  demilitarisation  of  the  West  German 
Federal  Republic,  depriving  the  big  monopolies  of  their  power,  de¬ 
nazifying  the  Bonn  Government  and  the  Bundeswehr  command,  and,  so 
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we  hope,  also  the  Bonn  Foreign  Ministry  which  Herr  Brandt  himself 
presides  over. 

As  is  known,  these  principal  demands  of  the  Four-Power  agreements 
have  been  fulfilled  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  and  also  in  the 
capital  of  the  GDR,  Berlin.  If  Herr  Brandt  wants  to  bring  his  influence 
to  bear  so  that  the  West  Berlin  Senate  with  its  SPD  majority 
observes  the  Four-Power  agreements,  and  adheres  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Potsdam  Agreement,  we  certainly  will  not  obstruct  this  project. 
To  evade  any  misunderstanding,  I  should  like  to  state  in  this  con¬ 
nection:  There  is  no  Berlin  problem.  Berlin  is  the  capital  of  the 
sovereign  German  Democratic  Republic.  As  is  known,  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  has  been  a  sovereign  state  since  1955,  with  Berlin 
as  its  capital.  This  has  been  stipulated  not  only  in  our  Constitution,  but 
has  been  confirmed  also  in  agreements  under  international  law 
concluded  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

Unfortunately,  West  Berlin  so  far  has  remained  an  occupation  zone 
where  the  Four-Power  agreements  have  not  yet  been  implemented,  and 
accordingly  have  remained  on  the  agenda  until  this  day.  Even  the  Pots¬ 
dam  Agreement  still  awaits  realisation  in  West  Berlin. 

If  now  the  West  German  Foreign  Minister  implores  US  President  Nixon 
to  grant  help  so  that  West  German  imperialism,  including  the  neo-Nazi 
party  may  "be  given  more  liberty  of  action  in  the  GDR",  then  we  have 
the  suspicion  that  the  gentlemen  in  Bonn  again  want  to  penetrate  into 
the  GDR  in  a  similar  way  as  they  did  before  August  13,  1961  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  our  people,  to  the  detriment  of  peace  and  also  of  security  in 
Europe. 

Herr  Brandt,  however,  should  understand  at  last  that  all  plans  of  the 
Bonn  Coalition  Government  to  abuse  West  Berlin  for  penetrating  into  the 
GDR  and  for  disturbing  the  peaceful  construction  work  in  our  Socialist 
state  of  the  German  nation  are  doomed  to  failure. 

After  all,  Herr  Brandt  does  not  seem  to  know  the  foreign  policy 
experience  of  Herr  Adenauer.  By  demanding  in  the  "Times”  that  the  USA, 
Britain  and  France  should  "instruct”  West  Germany,  and  the  Soviet 
Union  the  GDR  to  take  up  negotiations  on  a  solution  to  the  German 
issue  on  the  basis  of  the  model  of  West  German  imperialism,  he  resumes 
the  doctrine  of  Herr  von  Brentano  which  already  in  1959-i.e.  ten  years 
ago  was  dismissed  as  being  useless  and  historically  outlived  at  the 
Geneva  negotiations. 
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The  West  German  Foreign  Minister  takes  up  the  policies  of  Adenauer’s 
Foreign  Minister  because  he  hopes  in  this  way  to  be  able  "to  leave  out 
of  consideration”  the  sole-representation  claim  and  the  policy  of 
revanchism.  This,  however,  will  not  work,  not  even  if  he  asks  the  White 
House  for  respective  orders. 

In  reply  to  my  letter  written  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  provocation 
in  West  Berlin,  Herr  Brandt  wrote  that  the  Social  Democratic  Party 
leaders  would  not  negotiate  with  us.  Obviously,  these  gentlemen  think 
the  West  German  imperialists’  claim  to  represent  all  of  Germany  to  be 
more  important  than  normalised  relations  with  the  GDR.  We  therefore 
have  reason  enough  to  state  that  the  Social  Democratic  leaders  are 
not  interested  in  peaceful  negotiations.  A  Social  Democratic  leader,  for 
example,  recently  answered  a  foreign  journalist's  question  about  how 
long  West  Berlin  would  put  up  with  the  present  policy  of  the  Bonn  Gov¬ 
ernment  with  the  blun>  remark:  "Maybe  another  twenty  years.”  This 
means  that  the  Social  Democratic  leaders  as  much  as  Herr  Kiesinger 
and  the  CDU/CSU  leadership  in  their  plans  have  based  their  considera¬ 
tions  on  decades  of  a  policy  of  tension  and  provocations. 

The  West  German  Government's  attitude  during  the  West  Berlin  crisis 
was  also  in  line  with  this.  The  West  German  weekly  "Die  Zeit”,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  blames  Bonn  for  having  immediately  "stepped  up  its  own  demands 
boundlessly”  in  response  to  the  preparedness  for  negotiations  shown 
by  the  GDR  and  the  Soviet  Union,  as  if  the  "small  Federal  Republic 
could  dictate  its  conditions”.  In  Germany  we  call  this  a  policy  of 
megalomania,  and  nobody  should  be  surprised  when  this  policy  of  the 
Bonn  Government  fails. 

On  the  whole,  neither  in  Herr  Kiesinger’s  policy  nor  in  that  of  Herr 
Brandt  are  words  and  deeds  identical.  For  instance,  they  talk  about 
relaxations  of  travel  restrictions  which  they  allegedly  have  at  heart.  The 
fact,  however,  is  that  they  exert  massive  political  and  economic  pressure 
on  the  capitalist  states  and  on  the  developing  countries,  and  with  their 
demand  for  preserving  the  so-called  Travel  Board  in  West  Berlin  make 
continuous  efforts  to  the  end  that  citizens  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  are  discriminated  against  during  travel  abroad,  and  that 
travelling  for  them  is  complicated  as  far  as  possible.  The  Travel  Board 
thus  is  an  example  for  how  the  Bonn  Government  renders  travel  difficult, 
and  takes  a  stand  against  the  normalisation  of  relations  between  the 
German  states. 
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It  is  therefore  necessary-despite  this  offensiveness  and  obstruction  by 
certain  conservative  circles  in  Bonn-to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  win 
the  support  of  all  peoples  in  Europe  for  the  preparation  of  the  con¬ 
ference  on  European  security.  The  idea  of  the  conference  on  European 
security,  the  idea  of  negotiations  among  the  European  countries  on  the 
basis  of  an  equal  footing,  the  idea  of  recognising  both  states-the  Ger¬ 
man  Democratic  Republic  and  the  West  German  Federal  Republic- 
under  international  law  gains  more  and  more  influence  in  the  states  of 
Europe. 

The  stubborn  insistence  of  certain  conservative  leaders  in  Bonn  on  the 
positions  of  the  sole  representation  claim  and  on  a  policy  of  revenge  is 
increasingly  running  counter  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  West 
German  people.  This  became  obvious  recently  in  a  broadcast  discussion 
by  some  West  German  publicists  whose  position  ranged  from  the  political 
middle-class  attitude  to  the  conservative  right-wing.  None  of  these 
gentlemen  is  close  to  us.  None  of  them  would  have  objections  to  subject¬ 
ing  the  GDR  to  the  West  German  monopolies’  rule.  Starting  from  the  most 
different  positions  they,  however,  arrived  at  a  number  of  common  con¬ 
clusions.  These  are  so  interesting  that  I  should  like  to  sum  them  up  here: 

(1)  In  the  long  run  recognition  of  the  GDR  is  inevitable  for  West  Ger¬ 
many.  The  present  policy  of  non-recognition  is  also  harmful  for  West 
Germany. 

(2)  Any  attempt  at  separating  the  German  Democratic  Republic  which 
has  consolidated  its  from  the  Socialist  system  is  senseless.  Seeking  a  rap¬ 
prochement  among  the  European  states  is  only  possible  if  the  two  Ger¬ 
man  states  remain  within  their  respective  systems,  i.e.,  in  the  respective 
positions  in  which  they  are  today. 

(3)  Any  realistic  peace  settlement  and  security  system  in  Europe  is  only 
possible  on  the  basis  of  the  status  quo  including  recognition  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  GDR  and  of  the  Oder-Neisse  frontier. 

(4)  The  political  survival  of  West  Berlin  with  its  separate  political  status 
requires  recognition  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

Allow  me,  esteemed  delegates,  to  make  the  following  statements.  We 
are  seeking  normalised  relations  between  the  GDR  and  the  West  Ger¬ 
man  Federal  Republic  on  the  basis  of  equal  rights,  on  the  basis  of  the 
renunciation  of  the  sole  representation  claim  and  the  renunciation  of 
frontier  revisions,  that  means  negotiations,  establishment  of  normal 
relations  on  the  basis  of  the  status  quo. 
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We,  the  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  have  done 
everything  in  our  power  to  win  far-reaching  support  in  all  countries  for 
this  policy  of  peace  and  European  security.  The  successes  achieved  by 
the  German  Democratic  Republic  have  contributed  to  its  growing 
prestige  throughout  the  world.  This  will  facilitate  the  talks  and  nego¬ 
tiations  among  the  European  states. 

Although  there  are  little  prospects  for  a  change  in  West  German  policy 
before  the  West  German  Bundestag  elections,  we  hope  nevertheless  that 
in  West  Germany,  too,  the  forces  will  grow  who  advocate  such  a  policy 
of  understanding,  of  normalised  relations  between  the  GDR  and  the 
West  German  Federal  Republic  on  the  basis  of  equal  rights,  and 
European  security. 

We  hope  that  the  appeal  of  the  Warsaw  Treaty  member  states  helps 
to  promote  the  initiative  of  all  peace-loving  and  democratic  sections  in 
West  Germany,  so  that  our  most  noble  principle  is  guaranteed,  i.e.  to 
do  everything  to  prevent  war  starting  ever  again  from  German  soil,  that 
the  people  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  the  people  of  the 
West  German  Federal  Republic  can  live  in  peace,  and  that  it  will  be 
possible,  by  way  of  European  security  to  ensure  peace  and  to  develop 
friendship  among  the  peoples. 


/■ 


The  Role  and  Tasks 
of  the  National  Front 
of  Democratic  Germany 
in  the  Shaping  of  the 
Developed  Social  System 
of  Socialism  in  the  GDR 


Extracts  from  the  address  given 
by  Professor  Karl-Heinz  Wirzberger, 
Rector  of  Humboldt  University  in  Berlin 


Esteemed  Chairman  of  the  State  Council! 

Esteemed  President! 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen! 

Dear  Friends! 

The  spring  of  this  year  1969  finds  the  citizens  of  our  socialist  homeland 
in  the  middle  of  creative  preparations  for  the  twentieth  anniversary  of 
our  Republic.  Filled  with  a  deep  sense  of  patriotism,  millions  of  people 
in  the  towns  and  rural  districts  with  their  ideas  and  actions  are  opening 
up  a  new  environment  providing  full  expression  for  their  creative  facul¬ 
ties  and  by  setting  themselves  high  targets  are  thereby  creating  the 
noblest  achievement:  the  socialist  community. 

A  year  has  passed  since  the  citizens  of  our  Republic  made  their 
unanimous  decision  in  favour  of  the  socialist  Constitution  of  our  state. 
Between  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder,  between  the  Werra  and  the  Warnow 
this  decision  has  been  translated  into  deeds  for  the  weal  of  the  socialist 
state  of  the  German  nation. 

Our  state,  in  which  socialist  Man  is  at  the  centre  of  all  things,  has  been 
created  by  its  citizens  who,  under  the  leadership  of  the  working  class 
and  its  party,  are  united  in  the  National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany. 
It  is  the  result  of  hard  work  and  effort,  of  manual  and  intellectual  labour, 
of  millions  of  larger  and  smaller  deeds  performed  by  collective  groups 
and  individual  citizens. 

It  is  our  state  because  it  is  a  state  of  socialism,  peace,  humanity  and 
democracy;  because  in  it  all  political  power  is  exercised  by  the  working 
people  themselves.  By  working  together  its  citizens  have  been  able  to 
build  up  a  secure  life  with  rising  living  standards.  It  is  our  common  wish 
and  declared  aim  to  strengthen  this  state  in  all  spheres  and  to  unite  it 
still  closer  with  the  Soviet  Union,  the  mightiest  country  of  the  earth. 

We  strengthen  our  socialist  homeland  by  outstanding  achievements  in 
industry  and  agriculture,  in  science,  technology  and  cultural  life,  and  in 
so  doing  we  at  the  same  time  make  our  contribution  to  the  development 
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and  consolidation  of  the  socialist  community  of  nations  for  peace  and 
security  in  Europe.  In  this  way  we  demonstrate  to  the  whole  world  the 
superiority  of  our  socialist  society  over  the  late-capitalist  society  in  West 
Germany.  Only  through  peaceful  labour  can  the  German  people  gain 
the  respect  and  friendship  of  the  nations.  Only  in  this  way  can  a  Ger¬ 
man  state  guarantee  its  citizens  peace,  security  and  a  decent  life. 


I.  We  are  among  the  victors  of  history 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  developed  as  a  sovereign  state  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  fundamental  law  of  our  epoch  which  states  that  the 
world  will  proceed  from  capitalism  to  socialism. 

Thus  it  stands  firmly  in  the  ranks  of  progress  and  the  victors  of  history. 

Fraternally  united  with  the  Soviet  Union,  as  a  firm  member  of  the 
socialist  community  of  states  we  make  our  contribution  to  the  struggle 
for  the  victory  of  socialism.  At  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  world 
systems  in  Europe  the  GDR  is  a  reliable  bastion  against  the  increasing 
aggressiveness  of  West  German  imperialism.  Our  country  exercises  active 
solidarity  with  all  peoples  who  are  struggling  for  independence,  freedom 
and  social  progress.  Our  hearts  beat  in  sympathy  and  our  hands  work 
for  the  people  of  Vietnam  who  are  waging  a  heroic  struggle  for  their 
freedom  and  independence. 

Thanks  to  the  untiring  labours,  the  diligence  and  creative  power  of  all 
the  working  people,  the  GDR  has  grown  into  a  highly  efficent,  stable, 
industrial  state  with  a  modern,  intensive  agriculture.  The  GDR  is  a 
country  of  learning  in  which  modern  science  and  a  flourishing  socialist 
national  culture  have  their  home.  Our  Republic  offers  youth  a  secure 
future  and  women  the  same  rights  and  opportunities  as  men. 

Thus  the  German  Democratic  Republic  is  the  socialist  homeland  of 
the  workers  and  farmers,  the  intellectuals,  the  members  of  the  former 
middle  classes,  the  Christians,  the  women  and  youth. 


Twenty  years  GDR  - 

Twenty  years  of  successful  work  by  the  National  Front 

All  our  successes  to  date  have  been  achieved  because  we  have  drawn 
the  conclusions  from  the  experiences  and  lessons  of  history  and  always 
acted  accordingly. 

One  of  these  lessons  is  that  the  German  big  bourgeoisie  has  irre¬ 
vocably  and  finally  forfeited  the  right  to  lead  the  nation  and  that  only 
the  working  class  can  lead  the  German  nation. 

Because  it  feared  the  people  the  big  bourgeoisie  allied  itself  over  a 
century  ago  with  the  reactionary  feudal  lords,  with  the  militarist  Prussian 
Junkers  against  the  working  class  and  all  progressive,  democratic  and 
patriotic  forces  of  the  German  people.  Their  most  dangerous  enemy  was 
always  that  small  ruling  caste  which  appropriated  the  fruits  of  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  labours  and  abused  their  diligence  to  wage  wars  of  aggression 
against  other  nations. 

In  all  crucial  situations  in  German  history  the  big  bourgeoisie  inflicted 
immeasurable  damage  on  our  people  and  has  thus  lost  every  right  to 
lead  them. 

All  those  forces  which,  in  the  wake  of  monopoly  capitalism,  also 
pursued  this  fateful  policy-and  this  includes  the  right-wing  social  demo¬ 
cratic  leaders  who  have  long  thrown  all  good  traditions  of  the  working- 
class  movement  overboard-have  displayed  the  same  bankruptcy. 

During  all  periods  of  historical  stress  the  working  class,  however, 
showed  itself  to  be  that  invincible  force  whose  struggle  serves  the 
interests  of  the  whole  people.  The  unification  of  the  Communist  Party 
and  the  Social  Democratic  Party  to  form  the  Socialist  Unity  Party  of  Ger¬ 
many  was  the  essential  precondition  for  a  successful  policy  of  alliance. 

Thus,  with  the  founding  and  strengthening  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic,  and  as  a  result  of  the  anti-fascist-democratic  and  socialist 
revolution,  the  question  of  power-the  basic  question  of  all  social  strug- 
gle-was  finally  decided  for  the  first  time  in  German  history  in  favour  of 
the  working  people.  The  rule  of  the  monopolies  was  broken,  fascism 
extirpated  and  the  exploitation  of  man  by  man  abolished. 

The  alliance  of  all  the  forces  of  the  people  has  its  historic  roots  in  the 
common  action  of  all  peace-loving,  anti-fascist  and  democratic  forces  in 
Germany  which,  independent  of  their  philosophy  or  social  position, 
fought  in  the  underground  movement,  in  the  ranks  of  the  "Free  Ger- 
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many”  National  Committee,  in  emigration  in  foreign  countries,  or  in 
Hitler’s  prisons  and  concentration  camps,  against  fascism,  militarism 
and  war.  This  patriotic  alliance  proved  its  value  in  the  People’s  Congress 
Movement  after  the  liberation  from  fascism.  Its  answer  to  the  attacks 
launched  on  the  democratic  rebirth  by  the  American  and  West  German 
reactionaries  was  the  only  true  humanist  alternative:  an  anti-imperialist, 
anti-fascist  and  democratic  course  of  development  for  the  whole  of  Ger¬ 
many. 

In  this  the  People’s  Congress  Movement  consistently  pursued  under 
the  conditions  prevailing  at  that  time  the  national  policy  which  should 
have  been  followed  in  the  whole  of  Germany  and  to  which  the  western 
zones  were  pledged  by  the  Potsdam  Agreement-a  policy  corresponding 
to  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  The  National  Front  of  Demo¬ 
cratic  Germany  has  played  a  decisive  part  in  the  stabilization  and 
strengthening  of  the  GDR  from  the  hour  our  state  was  born.  Out  of  the 
anti-fascist,  democratic  movement  grew  the  socialist  people’s  movement, 
the  community  of  all  citizens  of  the  GDR,  irrespective  of  social  position, 
philosophy  or  creed.  This  alliance  under  the  leadership  of  the  working 
class  and  its  revolutionary  party  has  successfully  passed  all  tests  of  his¬ 
tory. 

At  no  time  has  the  enemy  succeeded  in  paralysing,  let  alone  splitting, 
this  community.  That  is  how  it  was,  is  and-may  the  gentlemen  on  the  far 
side  of  our  western  frontier  take  note  of  this— the  way  it  will  remain  in 
future.  Anybody  doubting  this  should  remember  the  fate  of  those  who 
were  prepared  to  cross  swords  with  the  GDR.  There  was  Herr  Adenauer, 
who,  in  close  collaboration  with  the  then  US  State  Secretary  Dulles,  tried 
to  apply  the  roll-back  policy  and  was  even  prepared  to  risk  a  new  war. 
But  Adenauer’s  concept  of  a  frontal  attack  against  socialism  on  German 
soil  was  a  disastrous  failure. 

After  him  came  Herr  Erhardt  who  had  been  commissioned  by  the  same 
monopolies  and  bankers,  the  same  militarist  generals,  to  open  the  road 
for  imperialism  in  the  GDR  with  new  slogans.  When  he  foundered  the 
big  bourgeoisie  called  in  the  right-wing  social  democratic  leaders  as 
Bonn  ministers.  With  their  help  a  so-called  new  Eastern  policy  was 
launched,  a  policy  which  only  used  new  terms  for  the  old  aim,  namely 
that  of  changing  the  status  quo  in  Europe  in  favour  of  West  German 
imperialism  and  putting  an  end  to  socialism  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic.  This  policy,  too,  is  bankrupt,  as  has  been  known  throughout 
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the  world  since  August  21,  1968,  at  the  latest.  It  is  time  to  recognize  the 
historic  truth  that  the  defeats  of  German  imperialism  inevitably  result 
from  the  laws  of  social  development. 


The  committee  elections  of  the  National  Front 
have  strengthened  politico-moral  unity 

During  the  last  weeks  and  months  the  alliance  of  all  forces  of  our 
people  has  again  proved  itself  impressively  during  the  election  of  the 
National  Front  committees.  All  the  preparations  for  this  Congress 
represented  socialist  democracy  in  action. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  members  of  the  political  parties  and  mass 
organizations  and  citizens  of  no  party  affiliation  work  together  far  more 
closely  than  ever  before  in  the  various  spheres  of  influence  of  the 
National  Front.  In  an  ever  increasing  measure  the  citizens  of  our  state 
feel  that  work  for  the  community  is  a  natural  part  of  their  lives.  It  gives 
them  pleasure  and  contributes  to  the  development  of  their  socialist 
personality. 

He  who  works  in  the  National  Front  employs  his  strength  and  his 
knowledge  -  often  under  voluntary  limitation  of  his  leisure  time  -  for 
the  development  of  society  in  the  spirit  of  progress  for  the  well-being 
of  all.  In  the  way  that  only  the  socialist  order  of  society  creates  the 
conditions  and  opportunities  for  a  purposeful  collaboration  of  all 
citizens,  this  collaboration  also  stimulates  our  social  order  and  system 
of  socialist  democracy.  In  the  consciousness  of  the  individual  that  by 
working  for  society  he  is  applying  his  abilities  in  the  best  possible  way, 
socialist  relations  between  people  are  strengthened  and  the  community 
spirit  and  the  dignity  of  man  raised  to  a  higher  level. 

The  moral  and  ethical  superiority  of  our  living  socialist  democracy 
over  the  formal  bourgeois  capitalist  democracy  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Elbe  and  in  West  Berlin  is  demonstrated  in  the  last  instance  by  the 
selfless  work  of  335,000  citizens  in  the  National  Front  committees. 

Where  the  committees  of  the  National  Front  put  the  basic  questions 
of  our  policy,  the  decisive  tasks  of  the  national  economic  plan,  in  the 
foreground  of  their  discussions  with  the  people,  the  community  of  the 
citizens  develops  most  rapidly  and  the  readiness  for  active  collaboration 
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is  at  its  greatest.  The  community  grows  and  the  common  work  becomes 
an  intellectual  experience. 

The  people  draw  closer  to  one  another  and  the  consciousness  that 
each  is  there  for  the  other  and  that  each  bears  responsibility  for  the 
whole  grows. 

Through  working  in  this  way  the  activities  of  the  National  Front  are 
breaking  away  from  the  haphazard  work  still  done  by  many  committees 
and  taking  their  rightful  place  in  the  shaping  of  the  social  system  of 
socialism.  But  we  do  not  forget  that  there  are  great  differences  in  the 
activity  of  the  committees.  In  connection  with  the  committee  elections 
the  National  Front  has  reached  a  new  and  higher  stage  of  its  efficacy 
and  is  today  stronger  and  more  closely-knit  than  ever  before.  The 
acceptance  of  our  Constitution  also  sets  new  criterions  for  the  work  of 
the  National  Front.  Article  3  of  the  Constitution  states : 

“The  alliance  of  all  forces  of  the  people  finds  its  organized  ex¬ 
pression  in  the  National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany.  In  the  National 
Front  of  Democratic  Germany  the  political  parties  and  mass  organiza¬ 
tions  unite  all  the  forces  of  the  people  for  joint  action  in  the  development 
of  socialist  society.  They  thereby  implement  the  mutual  relationship  of 
all  citizens  in  Socialist  society  on  the  principle  that  each  bears 
responsibility  for  the  whole.” 

The  policy  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  fully  accords  with  the 
interests  of  all  our  citizens  as  well  as  with  those  of  all  the  peoples  of 
Europe  in  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  the  establishment  of  European 
security.  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  is  becoming  clearer  to  more  and 
more  people  beyond  our  frontiers  that  for  our  work  of  socialist 
construction  we  need  peace,  and  that  for  this  reason  we  are  establishing 
peace. 


For  peace  and  European  security 

The  highest  precept  of  the  policy  of  our  Government,  of  all  the  forces 
united  in  the  National  Front  is,  therefore,  to  guarantee  peace  and 
security,  to  serve  the  cause  of  international  understanding,  to  promote 
detente  and  to  advocate  relations  of  equality  between  all  European 
states. 

For  that  reason  we  welcome  from  the  tribune  of  this  Congress,  in  the 
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name  of  the  whole  of  the  population  of  the  GDR,  the  results  of  the 
latest  meeting  of  the  Warsaw  Pact  Political  Consultative  Committee  in 
Budapest  and  give  our  full  support  to  the  appeal  calling  for  an  All- 
European  Conference  on  Security  and  Peaceful  Cooperation.  We  shall 
support  this  responsible  and  constructive  peace  policy  of  the  socialist 
community  of  states  with  new  deeds  for  the  all-round  strengthening  of 
our  socialist  German  peace  state. 

The  German  Democratic  Republic  will  always  meet  its  responsibilities 
for  the  defence  of  European  peace.  Allied  with  the  other  socialist  states 
the  GDR  holds  out  its  hand  to  all  who  honestly  desire  peace,  detente 
and  security  in  Europe. 

Today  everybody  can  judge  who  is  blocking  the  road  to  European 
security.  It  is  the  people  in  Bonn  who  want  to  alter  the  status  quo  in 
Europe. 

Who  is  it  who  increases  tension  in  Europe?  It  is  the  people  in  Bonn 
who  refuse  to  recognize  the  European  frontiers  and  who  raise  claims  to 
the  territory  of  other  states  and  nations. 

Who  is  it  who  disregards  the  desire  of  the  peoples  for  peace?  It  is  the 
people  in  Bonn  who  refuse  to  sign  the  nuclear  non-proliferation  treaty. 

Who  is  it,  who  time  and  again  torpedo  the  normalization  of  relations 
between  the  two  German  states?  It  is  the  people  in  Bonn  who  stubbornly 
cling  to  the  revanchist  claim  to  sole  representation,  to  deadly  enmity 
against  the  GDR. 

It  is  not  forgotten,  and  will  remain  unforgotten,  that  despite  all  warn¬ 
ings  by  the  Soviet  Union,  the  GDR  and  other  socialist  states,  and  also  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  broad  circles  of  the  West  German  population, 
the  rulers  in  Bonn  consciously  chose  the  path  of  provocation  on  March  5. 

The  illegal  holding  of  the  Federal  Assembly  and  the  election  of  the 
Federal  President  outside  the  West  German  territorial  area  is  part  of  the 
Bonn  state’s  strategic  plan  for  the  annexation  of  West  Berlin.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  political  entity  West  Berlin,  which  lies  on  the  territory  of  the 
GDR,  was  abused  with  the  intention  of  provoking  the  socialist  states  and 
increasing  tension  in  Europe. 

But  in  the  meantime  it  has  become  clear  to  anyone  thinking  in  realist 
terms  that  the  provocation  has  boomeranged  on  the  provocateurs.  The 
fact  remains  that  Bonn  has  once  again  unmasked  itself  as  an  incorrigible 
trouble-maker. 

If  a  policy  of  reason  is  to  prevail  in  West  Germany,  revanchism  and 
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militarism  must  disappear  from  the  political  scene.  If  peace  and  security 
are  to  be  attained,  the  rule  of  the  CDU/CSU,  the  leading  party  of  West 
German  monopoly  capital,  and  its  policy  must  be  overcome. 

It  is,  in  our  opinion,  high  time  that  the  progressive,  democratic  and 
peace-loving  forces  in  West  Germany  determine  the  line  of  policy.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  relations  between  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  and  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  will  improve  in  the 
measure  in  which  the  forces  of  the  people,  the  forces  of  the  working 
class,  democracy  and  social  progress  gain  influence  in  the  Federal 
Republic. 

That  is  the  standpoint  of  the  National  Front  to  the  questions  of 
European  security  and  to  the  desire  of  all  peoples  of  our  continent  for 
peace.  That  is  our  policy-a  genuine  German  peace  policy. 


II.  With  the  developed  social  system 
of  socialism 

we  are  creating  a  splendid  and  stable  future 

The  National  Front  considers  its  main  mission  in  the  coming  years  to  be 
the  winning  of  all  citizens  for  the  general  strengthening  of  the  German 
Democratic  Republic  and  the  more  active  promotion  of  the  socialist 
community. 

The  inseparable  unity  of  all  our  common  exertions  lies  in  creative  work 
and  the  securing  of  peace.  This  unity  also  provides  us  with  the  criterion 
by  which  we  judge  the  effectiveness  of  the  work  of  the  National  Front  as 
a  whole  and  of  each  one  of  its  committees.  In  the  implementation  of  the 
main  aim  of  generally  strengthening  the  German  Democratic  Republic 
the  National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany  encourages  the  trend  towards 
a  drawing  together  of  the  social  classes  and  strata  and  the  growth  of 
the  political  and  moral  unity  of  the  people. 

Main  factors  in  this  process  are  the  socialist  production  relations  and 
people’s  power.  This  is  the  basis  which  has  resulted  in  an  increasing 
drawing  together  of  the  class  of  cooperative  farmers  as  well  as  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  working  population  with  the  working  class,  which 
is  politically  the  most  experienced  class  possessing  the  greatest 
revolutionary  steadfastness.  It  is  the  most  organized  class,  united  in  its 
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aims  and  actions,  and  without  it  a  conscious  planning  and  shaping  of 
social  relationships  would  be  unimaginable.  It  is  strongest  in  numbers 
and  the  main  creator  of  social  wealth.  It  had  and  still  has  the  decisive 
share  in  creating  the  material  and  technical  basis  of  socialism  and  is 
the  owner  of  nationally-owned  property,  the  most  highly  developed  form 
of  socialist  property. 

By  creating  a  new  socio-economic  basis  of  society,  the  working  class, 
in  alliance  with  the  other  sections  of  the  working  population,  has 
inaugurated  a  truly  ethical  epoch  of  humanity,  has  made  its  own 
humanist  philosophy  the  moral  code  of  society  and  has  laid  the  founda¬ 
tions  for  a  new  code  of  ethics. 

We  are  pursuing  this  course  under  the  proven  GDR  state  and  party 
leadership  which,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  whole  people,  is  active 
in  their  interests.  Permit  me,  on  behalf  of  all  those  present,  to  express 
our  thanks  and  our  appreciation  to  Walter  Ulbricht,  our  highly  esteemed 
Chairman  of  the  State  Council  and  First  Secretary  of  the  central  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  SED,  who  is  also  an  elected  delegate  to  this  Congress,  for 
his  personal  efforts  and  contributions  to  the  development  of  our  socialist 
Republic,  for  his  indefatigable  activities  in  consolidating  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  our  socialist  people’s  movement,  the  National  Front  of  Democratic 
Germany. 

The  tasks  facing  the  policy  of  alliance  are  mounting  parallel  to  the 
shaping  of  the  social  system  of  socialism,  there  is  increased  responsibility 
not  only  for  the  working  class  and  its  Marxist-Leninist  party  but  also  for 
its  allies. 

As  outlined  at  the  Seventh  SED  Party  Congress,  we  find  ourselves  at 
the  present  time  in  a  process  of  far-reaching  scientifico-technological  and 
economic  transformation  which  affects  all  aspects  of  our  daily  lives. 

Our  aim  is  to  accelerate  the  increase  in  labour  productivity,  rationalize 
and  integrate  the  automation  of  whole  production  processes,  introduce 
new  processes  and  technologies,  switch  over  from  single  products  to 
highly  up-to-date  product  systems,  introduce  electronic  data  processing 
on  a  general  scale,  increase  the  use  of  plastics  and  chemical  products 
in  industry  and  establish  efficient  socialist  integrated  works  as  centres 
of  modern  production  and  large-scale  research.  This  will  change  the 
character  of  labour  and  working  conditions.  The  working  population 
will,  on  an  increasing  scale,  be  freed  from  routine  tasks  and  will  be  able 
to  better  employ  their  creative  talents. 
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The  safeguarding  of  a  high  and  continuous  growth  of  the  national 
income  and  the  consolidation  of  the  GDR’s  position  as  a  modern, 
socialist  industrial  state  with  an  intensive  agriculture  therefore  demands 
pioneering  feats  and  special  efforts  in  the  spheres  that  determine  the 
structure  of  the  national  economy.  But  this  in  turn  requires  a  high  con¬ 
centration  of  funds  and  forces  and  the  organization  of  science  and 
economy  along  modern  lines. 

The  systematic  formation  of  a  highly  effective  structure  of  the  national 
economy  corresponding  with  the  demands  of  the  future  requires 
considerable  expenditure  and  advance  work-investments  for  the  future- 
on  the  part  of  society. 

A  prior  demand  of  the  scientifico-technological  revolution  is  that  there 
should  be  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  fully  trained  produc¬ 
tion  workers.  New  vocations  are  coming  into  being.  An  ever  growing 
number  of  people  are  consistently  studying  and  gaining  new  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Especially  the  number  of  natural  scientists  and  technicians  is, 
under  our  socialist  conditions,  on  the  increase.  Thus  we  are  achieving  the 
liberation  of  human  beings  from  heavy  manual  labour.  As  Karl  Marx 
forecast,  we  are  progressing  along  the  road  to  the  victory  of  the  human 
race  over  nature,  the  road  to  human  supremacy  over  technical  forces 
and  the  creation  of  the  socialist  community.  But  this  involves  fresh 
demands  on  training  and  higher  education. 

According  to  calculations,  educational  investments  between  1971  and 
1975  will  have  to  be  doubled  in  comparison  to  those  between  1966  and 
1970,  whereby  the  expenditure  on  higher  education  will  be  approximately 
trebled.  The  investments  earmarked  for  the  sphere  of  education  cor¬ 
respond  approximately  to  those  for  the  whole  of  the  metal-working 
industry  between  1961  and  1965. 

These  figures  are  characteristic  for  our  stirring  prospects.  Our  state 
systematically  guides  and  directs  the  necessary  changes.  Changes  of 
structure  are  frequently  accompanied  by  a  rise  in  vocational,  political, 
intellectual  and  cultural  standards.  They  encourage  the  development  of 
free  socialist  personalities  who  on  an  ever-increasing  scale  are  master¬ 
ing  technical  problems  and  the  demands  of  a  socialist  way  of  life.  This 
process  does  not,  of  course,  take  place  automatically.  The  ambitious 
targets  demand  the  full  cooperation  and  the  creative  ideas  of  each 
one  of  us. 

In  production  and  research  centres  there  are  emerging  large  working 
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groups  who  have  been  given  the  assignment  of  solving  important  eco¬ 
nomic  problems  on  a  higher  level  of  socialist  team  work.  This  raises  new 
questions  of  the  status  of  the  individual  in  the  working  group,  evalua¬ 
tion  of  his  labour  performance,  cooperation  between  scientists,  tech¬ 
nicians  and  economists  and  innovators  in  the  working  process.  One  of 
the  main  tasks  of  management  in  socialist  economy  is  to  guide  these 
processes  in  such  a  way  that  each  individual  and  each  working  team 
give  of  their  best. 

By  making  these  systematic  investments  for  the  future  and  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  tasks  of  the  coming  years  with  fresh  concerted  efforts,  we  shall 
build  the  basis  on  which  the  living  standard  can  be  further  raised  step 
by  step.  Then  it  will  also  be  possible  to  gradually  satisfy  those  justified 
wishes  whose  fulfilment  at  present  is  not  possible. 

Many  difficulties  are  of  a  subjective  nature.  They  can  be  eliminated 
in  a  short  space  of  time.  In  the  past  weeks  and  months  the  National 
Front  has  provided  many  examples  of  how  we  can  speed  on  our  com¬ 
mon  cause  by  developing  initiative  on  a  broad  basis  and  with  the  help 
of  the  citizens. 

But  we  are  also  aware  that  many  of  the  obstacles  on  our  long  path 
are  genuine  problems  of  development  caused  by  objective  circumstances. 
We  can  master  them  only  if  we  consistently  pursue  our  structure  policy 
and  adopt  in  all  spheres  a  disciplined  attitude  towards  the  state  and 
economic  plans,  if  we  raise  labour  productivity  and  comply  with  the  high 
demands  of  the  scientifico-technological  revolution. 

The  strength  and  growth  of  our  Repulbic  are  inseparably  linked  with 
the  help  the  Soviet  Union  gave  and  constantly  gives  us.  We  have  the 
closest  fraternal  alliance  with  this  mightiest  country  in  the  world  which 
is  developing  so  forcefully  and  convincingly  in  the  scientifico-technologi¬ 
cal,  economic  and  social  spheres.  In  accordance  with  the  agreements  of 
May  1968  we  are  constantly  developing  the  economic  and  scientifico- 
technological  cooperation  between  our  two  countries.  This  well- 
established  cooperation  in  the  spheres  that  are  decisive  for  economic 
structure  and  the  scientifico-technological  revolution  has  enabled  us  to 
obtain  the  best  results  in  research  and  production. 

We  proclaim  that  our  friendship  and  firm  cooperation  with  the  peoples 
of  the  Soviet  Union  will  last  for  ever.  No  one  and  nothing  can  ever  dis¬ 
rupt  this  friendship. 

Our  GDR  is  an  important  country  because  it  belongs  to  the  socialist 
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community  of  states.  Allied  with  their  production  and  research  potential 
our  science  and  economy  has  immense  prospects;  with  their  assistance 
we  shall  accomplish  the  great  projects  of  our  long-term  plan. 

On  the  firm  basis  of  workers’  and  farmers’  power  we  have  in  the  past 
twenty  years  jointly  taken  the  democratic  road  to  the  socialist  transfor¬ 
mation  of  agriculture.  Within  the  framework  of  shaping  the  developed 
social  system  of  socialism  we  have  established  the  agricultural  and  food¬ 
stuffs  sector.  The  path  has  thus  been  cleared  for  our  cooperative  farmers 
and  those  employed  in  the  foodstuffs  industry  for  large-scale  creative 
activity,  for  the  developing  of  all  their  abilities.  Far-reaching  changes  in 
the  working  and  living  conditions  in  our  villages  will  also  take  place  in 
coming  years.  That  is  why  our  newly-elected  committees  in  the  country¬ 
side  are  confronted  by  a  multitude  of  new  and  worthwhile  tasks. 

In  our  opinion  the  main  task  is  to  strengthen  our  Republic  by  the 
development  of  new  activities  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  plan  targets  in 
the  contest  to  mark  the  the  20th  anniversary.  Especially  in  this  year,  a 
great  effort  will  have  to  be  made  to  catch  up  with  delays  in  spring 
sowing. 

The  cooperative  farmers  of  the  Plate  Cooperative  Association  and  the 
staff  of  the  Schwerin  wholesale  society  for  fruit,  vegetables  and  potatoes 
have  provided  many  good  ideas  and  impulses  for  the  work  of  the 
National  Front  in  this  emulation  contest.  The  members  of  the  Plate  Co¬ 
operative  Association  and  all  those  who  emulate  their  activities  develop 
their  ideas  for  the  contest  by  taking  the  Seventh  SED  Party  Congress  as 
the  criterion  for  their  own  work.  This  has  led  to  discussions  about 
mediocrity  and  complacency.  They  resulted  in  higher  production  targets 
than  were  originally  planned. 

Here  there  is  wide  scope  for  the  committees’  activities  in  the  process 
of  helping  to  define  the  ideological  and  theoretical  signifiance  of  co¬ 
operation  relations  in  mastering  the  scientifico-technological  revolution 
and  in  developing  rural  society. 

Many  people  regard  the  formation  of  horizontal  and  vertical  coopera¬ 
tion  relations  as  merely  a  technical  and  organizational  problem,  con¬ 
sider  cooperation  to  be  just  a  combination  of  inanimate  objects,  of 
machines  and  implements.  This  is  not  correct.  Cooperation  is  a  social 
process  with  great  educational  effects.  Not  inanimate  objects  but  people 
with  varied  experience  and  views  from  Type  I,  II  and  ill  cooperative 
farms,  from  the  horticultural  cooperatives  and  state  farms,  as  well  as  the 
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processing  and  trade  enterprises  are  drawn  closer  together  in  the 
socialist  community. 

And  finally  I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committees  in 
rural  districts  to  the  fact  that  in  the  current  emulation  contest  the  working 
population  is  no  longer  content  with  the  mere  solution  of  technical 
problems.  They  have  set  themselves  ambitious  targets  in  the  educational, 
intellectual  and  cultural  spheres  and  in  the  "Help  to  beautify  our  towns 
and  villages"  emulation  contest. 

The  mastering  of  the  scientifico-technoiogical  revolution  and  the 
implementation  of  the  economic  system  of  socialism  also  places  high 
demands  on  the  owners  of  semi-state  enterprises,  private  owners,  crafts¬ 
men  and  business  people,  whose  firms  represent  a  considerable  eco¬ 
nomic  factor  especially  in  the  production  of  consumer  goods,  repairs  and 
services  but  also  in  export  trade. 

Many  of  them  are  already  convinced  that  the  further  development  of 
their  enterprises  is  dependent  upon  and  bound  up  with  a  highly  effec¬ 
tive  structure  of  our  economy  and  that  it  is  in  their  own  interest  to  make 
a  contribution  towards  the  priority  fulfilment  of  tasks  that  determine 
economic  structure.  The  main  path  to  increasing  the  effectivity  of  semi¬ 
state  enterprises,  those  of  private  owners,  craftsmen  and  business  people 
consists  in  the  initiation  of  the  most  rational  co-production  relationships 
between  enterprises  of  all  kinds,  as  well  as  their  active  cooperation  in 
the  product  groups  and  systems  of  supply. 

Most  of  these  enterprises  fulfilled  the  1968  economic  plan  and  have 
made  a  good  start  in  1969.  Nevertheless,  in  a  number  of  semi-state 
enterprises,  private  firms  and  craft  cooperatives  there  are  delays  in 
delivery  which  adversely  affect  supplies  to  the  population,  important 
ancillary  industries  and  the  export  trade. 

Besides  objective  causes  for  this  lagging  behind,  it  is  frequently  a 
case  of  not  understanding  the  demands  of  the  scientifico-technoiogical 
revolution  and  the  basic  questions  of  our  policy  as  well  as  an  inadequate 
approach  to  economic  problems.  In  such  cases  the  necessary  changes 
must  be  made  with  the  help  of  socialist  community  work. 

The  formation  of  craft  cooperatives  as  the  most  progressive  form  of 
community  work  in  the  crafts  and  the  membership  of  craftsmen  in  the 
existing  cooperatives,  the  conclusion  of  agreements  with  the  state  trad¬ 
ing  organizations  and  partnerships  with  the  state,  establish  the  most 
efficacious  forms  and  conditions  for  concentration,  specialization  and 
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co-production  in  the  interests  of  obtaining  the  best  possible  results  from 
the  enterprises.  It  is  therefore  a  priority  task  for  the  National  Front  com¬ 
mittees  to  play  a  part  in  helping  to  gain  the  support  of  all  members  of 
these  sections  of  the  population  for  socialist  community  work  and  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  socialist  emulation  contest. 

Dear  Friends! 

We  are  filled  with  pride  at  the  results  achieved  by  our  whole  society  in 
the  struggle  to  implement  the  equality  of  women— a  struggle  in  which 
the  women  themselves  have  made  the  major  contribution.  Today  we  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  preparation  of  such  a  significant  event  as  the 
Second  GDR  Women’s  Congress  is  a  matter  affecting  all  the  forces 
united  in  the  National  Front. 

Women  have  played  a  decisive  part  in  the  growth  of  our  socialist 
homeland.  But  acting  in  the  spirit  of  our  constitution  we  are  today  con¬ 
cerned  with  more  than  just  the  equality  of  women.  Our  aim  is  to  create 
general  opportunities  for  women  to  take  their  full  share  of  responsibility 
in  every  sphere  of  social  life.  A  new  generation  of  women  who  are  aware 
of  their  role  in  the  production  process,  who  continue  their  vocational  and 
political  education  and  are  conscious  of  their  responsibility  to  share  in 
the  government  and  guidance  of  our  state  are  helping  to  create  the 
image  of  our  socialist  society. 

The  first  and  foremost  task  of  the  National  Front  at  this  time  is  to  help 
overcome  those  ideological  and  other  obstacles  which  are  a  barrier  to 
women’s  acceptance  of  their  full  share  of  responsibility. 

We  look  with  confidence  to  our  young  citizens  who  have  grown  up  in 
our  state,  whose  first  impressions  of  society  were  formed  during  the 
building  up  of  socialism.  They  justify  this  confidence  by  actively  sharing 
with  older  people  in  the  shaping  of  our  life,  by  learning  well,  working 
hard  or,  as  members  of  the  people’s  armed  forces,  reliably  guarding  the 
frontiers  of  our  country.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  forces  of  the  National  Front 
to  take  care  that  the  training  of  youth  becomes  more  and  more  the  con¬ 
cern  of  the  whole  socialist  society. 

The  opportunities  of  the  residential  committees  of  the  National  Front 
to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  society  for  youth  and  give  effective  support 
to  the  schools  as  centres  of  socialist  education  cover  a  wide  range.  Great 
significance  is  attached  to  supporting  the  educationalists  and  their  work 
with  the  committees.  Exchanges  of  information  about  political  problems 
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in  the  residential  districts  are  a  decisive  instrument  in  establishing  a 
common  approach  among  teachers  and  educationalists  towards  their 
pupils  and  parents  of  schoolchildren. 

The  work  of  the  FDJ  (Free  German  Youth)  in  the  schools  and  the 
“Timur”  movement  of  the  Pioneer  organization  aimed  at  helping  the 
aged  and  infirm,  which  has  gained  our  youth  the  general  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  society  and  which  demonstrates  the  attachment  and  respect 
for  our  senior  citizens,  can  produce  even  better  results  when  the  National 
Front  committees  collaborate  with  the  committees  of  the  youth  and 
children’s  organizations  in  the  schools.  In  the  “Help  to  beautify  our  towns 
and  villages”  emulation  contest  our  youth  and  population  should  con¬ 
centrate  their  initiative  more  than  hitherto  on  improving  our  schools  and 
their  surroundings. 

Dear  Friends! 

Activated  by  a  spirit  of  common  purpose  the  Christian  members  of  society, 
including  an  increasing  number  of  churchmen,  theologians,  synods, 
parish  consistories,  church  wardens  and  staff  of  ecclesiastical  bodies 
are  taking  an  active  part  in  shaping  the  socialist  community  for  it  offers 
them  every  opportunity  to  fulfil  the  commandments  of  peace  and  humani- 
tarianism,  charity,  brotherliness  and  social  justice. 

In  the  democratic  discussions  and  plebiscite  on  the  new  socialist 
Constitution  of  the  GDR  the  acceptance  by  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
Christian  citizens  of  the  programme  enshrined  in  the  constitution  and  of 
the  aims  of  socialism  was  demonstrated.  The  attitude  of  Christian  circles 
is  not  determined  by  critical  aloofness  as  the  representatives  of  the  West 
German  military  church  would  like  to  believe  and  also  try  to  propagate  in 
the  GDR,  but  is  characterized  by  support  for  our  state,  its  social  order 
and  its  policy. 

But  much  remains  to  be  done  by  the  committees  of  the  National  Front, 
especially  the  working  groups  of  the  Christian  Circles.  As  in  the  case  of 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  Christians  who  act  in  consciousness  of  their 
responsibility  as  citizens,  it  is  our  task  to  point  out  to  all  churchmen  that 
it  is  in  their  own  interest  to  abandon  their  political  inertia  and  isolation 
and  to  work  actively  in  the  socialist  community. 
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Dear  Friends! 

In  the  struggle  between  socialism  and  capitalism  the  victory  will  be  won 
by  the  social  order  which  is  able  to  provide  the  working  population  with 
the  position  that  is  their  due  as  the  creators  of  all  wealth.  Only  in  the 
socialist  order  of  society  is  it  possible  for  all  popular  forces  to  merge 
for  common  action  and  to  develop  their  political  and  moral  unity  to  an 
extent  where,  under  the  leadership  of  the  working  class,  they  grow 
together  to  a  genuine  socialist  community. 

Our  social  order,  dear  friends,  requires  millions  of  socialist 
personalities  who  participate  actively  and  creatively  in  shaping  the  life 
of  society,  who  are  capable  of  comprehending  the  basic  direction  of 
development,  of  forming  socialist  community  relationships  and  of  fulfilling 
their  tasks  with  the  utmost  conviction.  The  fulfilment  of  our  plans  and 
the  growing  development  of  the  socialist  community  thus  form  an 
inseparable  unity. 

In  this  way  we  shall  ultimately  and  conclusively  fulfil  the  testament  of 
German  humanists  like  Johann  Gottfried  Herder: 

"As  our  race  must  itself  evolve  what  it  can  and  ought  to  be,  no  member 
of  it  may  remain  idle  in  the  process.  He  must  participate  in  the  weal 
and  woe  of  the  whole  and  with  a  good  will  give  his  share  of  reason  and 
activity  to  the  genius  of  his  race." 


IE!.  The  National  Front 

explains  the  politico-ideological  foundations 
to  all  citizens  in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 

The  National  Front  faces  the  task  of  creating  in  the  consciousness  of  all 
people  the  conditions  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  tasks  in  the  developed 
social  system  of  socialism,  whereby  awareness  of  social  ownership  plays 
a  special  role  and  loyalty  to  the  state  is  an  indivisible  element  of  such 
an  attitude  in  all,  spheres. 

The  socialist  consciousness  of  our  people  is  characterized  by  the 
awareness  of  the  historic  role  of  the  socialist  community  of  states  and  by 
socialist  internationalism. 

The  socialist  consciousness  of  our  people  is  formed  by  the  socialist 
view  of  life,  through  knowledge  of  the  character  of  our  epoch  and  by  the 
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triumphant  progress  of  socialism  in  the  class  struggle  against 
imperialism. 

The  socialist  consciousness  of  our  people  develops  with  the  percep¬ 
tion  of  the  character  of  imperialism,  especially  that  of  West  German 
imperialism,  and  with  the  fact  that  the  imperialist  system  is  doomed  to 
extinction. 

Socialist  consciousness— that  is  no  single  decision  taken  in  favour  of 
our  cause.  It  is  a  pre-condition  which  exercises  a  continuous  influence 
on  the  daily  decisions  which  have  to  be  taken  in  socialism. 

Some  people  ask  why  we  are  never  satisfied  with  what  we  have 
achieved  and  why  new  and  ever  higher  demands  are  made.  Our  answer 
is  that  we  are  striving  for  the  completion  of  socialist  society  because  this 
alone  guarantees  the  people  life,  security  and  happiness.  The  construc¬ 
tion  of  socialism  and  the  securing  of  peace  are  things  that  cannot  be 
divided.  Self-satisfaction  and  complacency  are  alien  to  our  endeavours. 
The  laws  of  social  development  objectively  determine  our  continued 
progress  with  compelling  necessity. 

A  strong  GDR  in  which  the  people  live  in  happiness— that  is  the 
implementation  of  the  revolutionary  and  humanist  ideas  of  the  best  sons 
and  daughters  of  our  people. 

A  strong  GDR-that  is  the  key  to  security  in  the  present  day  and  the 
future  for  the  individual  and  for  the  whole  people. 

A  strong  GDR,  firmly  allied  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other 
countries  of  the  socialist  community  of  states-that  is  the  most  important 
contribution  we  can  make  in  the  international  class  struggle  with  im¬ 
perialism  so  that  the  question  "Who-whom?”  is  decided  in  favour  of 
socialism,  peace  and  democracy.  In  this  way  we  strengthen  the  socialist 
community  of  states  and  thwart  all  attempts  of  imperialism  to  penetrate 
into  the  socialist  countries  and  endanger  peace  and  the  security  of  the 
peoples. 

The  structure  of  the  developed  socialist  society  which  we  are  erecting 
is  regarded  with  hatred  and  enmity  by  those  who  have  always  acted  con¬ 
trary  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  For  this  reason  our  socialist  GDR 
needs  the  readiness  of  all  citizens  to  jointly  defend  that  which  we  have 
jointly  created. 

Some  people  also  ask  whether  we  are  indeed  in  a  position  to  settle 
these  great  questions.  But  the  guarantee  for  their  solution  is  known  to 
us;  it  is  the  millions  of  citizens  of  our  state,  their  diligence  and  their 
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collective  experience  in  the  construction  of  socialism,  their  enthusiasm 
and  their  creative  spirit.  This  guarantee  also  includes  the  powerful  and 
reliable  friends  that  stand  at  our  side. 

It  is  the  task  of  the  National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany  to 
make  this  and  many  other  basic  issues  of  our  times  clear  to  all  people 
in  every  town  and  village,  in  every  house  and  family.  We  are  not  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  mistaken  view  that  socialist  consciousness  develops 
spontaneously.  As  long  as  capitalism  exists  there  will  be  a  hard  struggle 
between  socialist  and  bourgeois  ideologies.  This  struggle  assumes 
special  significance  in  view  of  the  sharpening  of  the  international  class 
struggle  which  is  characterized  by  the  fact  that  the  imperialists  now 
regard  psychological  warfare  and  ideological  subversion  as  the  main 
weapons  of  attack  against  the  socialist  community  of  states  in  Europe. 

And  even  the  pseudo-theory  of  an  alleged  convergence  of  the  two 
irreconcilable  social  systems,  socialism  and  capitalism,  cannot  disguise 
this  fact.  Despite  all  pseudo-scientific  phraseology  of  the  supporters  of 
this  theory,  we  perceive  their  intentions.  Obviously  they  no  longer  dare 
to  challenge  socialism  openly  and  to  champion  capitalism  in  its  true 
colours.  Instead,  they  propagate  a  so-called  convergence  of  the  two 
systems  with  the  intention  of  preventing  the  mass  of  the  people  in  the 
capitalist  countries  from  struggling  for  the  revolutionary  transformation 
of  society;  at  the  same  time  they  disrupt  the  building  up  of  the  new 
society  in  the  socialist  countries  and  undermine  the  conviction  that 
socialism  will  be  triumphant.  We  tell  these  "convergence”  theorists- 
wherever  they  may  be— quite  clearly  that  in  assessing  the  character  and 
merits  of  a  social  order  we  see  who  exercises  state  power  and  in  whose 
interests  and  to  whose  benefit  this  power  is  exercised. 

In  the  German  Democratic  Republic  we  are  at  present  carrying  out 
the  third  university  reform  through  which  our  system  of  higher  education 
will  be  fully  integrated  into  the  developed  social  system  of  socialism 
on  the  basis  of  the  consistent  educational  policy  pursued  by  the  Socia¬ 
list  Unity  Party  and  the  government  for  more  than  twenty  years.  We 
scholars  in  particular  welcome  this  development  because  the  prospects 
forecast  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Seventh  Party  Congress  for  the  further 
advance  of  our  socialist  homeland  outlined  tasks  involving  a  high 
degree  of  responsibility  and  far-reaching  consequences  for  every  branch 
of  science,  for  every  group  and  every  individual  scholar.  These  tasks 
involve  many  problems  for  the  members  of  the  teaching  staffs  and  the 


64 


students  and  cannot  be  solved  without  conflict  in  certain  cases.  Howe¬ 
ver,  these  problems  will  be  solved  in  the  manner  typical  for  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  all  forces  in  the  National  Front;  that  is  to  say,  with  the  collabora¬ 
tion  of  the  scholars,  workers  and  others  concerned,  above  all, 
though,  with  the  active  participation,  advice  and  authorization  of  our 
students. 

We  are  not  perturbed  by  any  lack  of  prospects,  our  students  are  not 
beset  by  anxiety  for  their  future,  and  the  scientifico-technological  re¬ 
volution  which  we  shall  master  under  the  favourable  conditions  of  the 
developed  social  system  of  socialism  does  not  descend  upon  us  as  an 
uncontrollable  diabolic  force.  We  elaborate  precise  concepts  and  plans 
in  which  we  collate  the  close  inter-linkage  of  the  universities  with  the 
most  important  spheres  of  social  and  economic  life,  in  which  we 
delineate  with  optimal  effectivity  the  deployment  of  our  forces  united  in 
large  scientific  collectives  with  the  aim  of  achieving  the  highest  results 
in  training  and  research,  and  at  the  same  time  ensuring  that  the 
necessary  number  of  graduates  who  are  also  socialists,  good  GDR 
patriots  and  highly  trained  specialists  versed  in  practical  problems  is 
available. 

Dear  delegates  and  guests! 

The  most  important  thing  for  each  of  our  committees  is  the  patient, 
interesting  and  differentiated  politico-ideological  work  among  all  our 
citizens,  the  friendly  discussions  of  the  basic  questions  of  our  times  and 
the  specific  problems  of  the  residential  district  and  our  Republic  as 
a  whole. 

Personal  discussion  is  most  suitable  where  responsibility  and  activity 
is  to  be  developed  in  order  to  communicate  with  and  inspire  the  people 
for  their  tasks  and  to  engage  them  for  socialist  democracy.  We  need 
competent  people  who  champion  our  cause,  who  understand  how  to 
find  the  way  to  our  citizens’  hearts  while  taking  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  everyone  has  a  different  background,  social  origin  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  life.  This  calls  for  patience  in  the  work  of  convincing  others 
and  the  establishment  of  a  genuine  relationship  of  confidence  to  all 
citizens. 

The  crystallization  of  socialist  consciousness  emerges  in  the  course  of 
many  phases  of  perception  and  participation  in  the  work  of  socialist 
construction,  at  present,  for  instance,  in  the  emulation  contest  "Help  to 
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beautify  our  towns  and  villages”.  Here  we  are  provided  with  a  wide 
range  of  activities  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  continually  reconsider, 
creatively  develop  and  skilfully  employ  all  means  of  approach  to  our 
fellow-citizens  in  the  spheres  of  information,  convincing  arguments  and 
the  strengthening  of  consciousness  in  order  to  find  the  key  to  people's 
hearts  and  minds. 

IV.  The  residential  district — 

Main  sphere  of  activity 

of  the  National  Front  committees 

The  national  economic  plans  and  the  tasks  to  be  fufilled  in  the  long-term 
plan  period  have  many-sided  and  immediate  effects  on  the  residential 
district,  the  main  sphere  of  activities  of  the  National  Front  committees. 
The  factory  or  office,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  residential  district,  on 
the  other,  are  the  two  spheres  of  human  life. 

The  residential  districts  play  a  decisive  part  in  the  social  process  of 
reproduction.  The  development  of  the  human  personality,  of  its  in¬ 
tellectual  and  cultural  standards,  the  reproduction  of  its  labour  power, 
the  improvement  of  its  working  and  living  conditions  and  of  the  social 
and  health  services,  the  development  of  the  relations  with  other  people 
and  with  our  state,  the  providing  with  goods  and  services-all  this  takes 
place  to  a  large  extent  in  the  residential  districts. 

That  is  why  it  is  no  longer  sufficient  today  for  a  citizen  to  know  the 
long-term  targets  of  the  factory  and  branch  of  industry  where  he  works. 

Close  cooperation  between  deputies  and  committees  assures  that  all 
citizens  are  regularly  informed  about  the  principal  decisions  and  reso¬ 
lutions  of  the  parliamentary  bodies  at  all  levels.  The  good  ideas,  sug¬ 
gestions  and  critical  observations  of  the  citizens  must  be  included  to 
a  still  greater  extent  in  the  legislation  and  utilized  for  improving  govern¬ 
ment  activities  at  all  levels.  This  approach  is  gaining  in  significance,  for 
in  this  way  the  committees  develop  into  true  centres  of  political  and  so¬ 
cial  life  where  important  decisions  are  prepared  in  broad  public  dis¬ 
cussion,  without  the  committee  taking  over  any  state  functions. 

We  must,  however,  point  out  a  shortcoming:  the  committees  are  often 
not  informed  in  good  time  about  the  preparation  of  important  tasks,  their 
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knowledge  of  the  ideological  aspects  is  either  insufficient  or  non-existent. 
Leading  officials  of  state  bodies  everywhere  should,  therefore,  give  the 
committees  the  necessary  information  and  have  consultations  with  them 
at  an  early  stage. 

The  ever  closer  direct  relations  between  factories  and  offices,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  residential  districts,  on  the  other,  have  resulted  in  new 
relationships  between  many  committees,  factories,  cooperative  farms 
and  cooperative  associations,  and  also  with  cultural  and  educational 
institutions.  These  are  no  longer  sponsorship  links  of  the  old  type  where 
the  decisive  factor  was  usually  material  aid  for  one  or  the  other  project 
in  the  residential  district.  What  is  now  taking  shape  are  rather  complex 
relations  that  centre  around  the  politico-ideological  and  intellectual 
and  cultural  problems  and  their  joint  solution.  This  is  evidence  of  the 
increased  influence  of  the  working  class  which  passes  on  its  experience 
in  all  fields  to  the  committees.  As  a  result  the  process  of  the  development 
of  socialist  personalities  and  of  socialist  community  work  that  started  in 
the  factories  is  steadily  and  organically  influencing  developments  in  the 
residential  districts. 

The  preparations  for  our  Congress  and  for  the  twentieth  anniversary 
of  the  GDR  have  given  a  welcome  impetus  to  the  “Help  to  beautify  our 
towns  and  villages”  emulation  contest. 

This  reflects  the  socialist  public  spirit  and  diligence  of  our  people. 
The  centres  of  many  towns  have  received  a  new  face.  Parks  and  public 
lawns  have  been  laid  out  and  sports-grounds,  cultural  and  recreational 
centres  built.  In  numerous  towns  and  villages  it  has  been  possible  to 
reach  the  plan  targets  with  respect  to  an  adequate  number  of  places 
in  kindergartens,  creches  and  after-school  clubs,  to  improving  housing 
conditions  and  to  providing  new  facilities  for  repair  and  other  services. 
It  is,  however,  a  regrettable  fact  that  some  projects  planned  for  1968 
have  not  been  completed.  We  therefore  also  support  the  demand  for 
continuous  fulfilment  of  the  national  economic  plan  in  this  sphere  which 
was  raised  in  the  draft  resolution  of  the  Second  Women’s  Congress. 

The  emulation  contest  is  one  form  of  socialist  democracy.  It  gives  the 
people  a  heightened  feeling  for  life  and  increases  the  love  for  their 
country.  We  shall  continue  this  movement  with  undiminished  enthusiasm 
after  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  GDR. 

The  processes  of  intellectual  and  cultural  life  in  the  residential  dis¬ 
tricts  enter  directly  into  all  forms  of  ideological  work  of  the  committees 
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and  thus  affect  the  development  of  the  socialist  consciousness  of  our 
citizens,  their  thinking,  feeling  and  actions.  The  decree  of  the  State 
Council  on  “the  tasks  of  culture  in  the  development  of  the  socialist  com¬ 
munity”  forms  a  vital  basis  for  the  all-round  development  of  socialist 
personalities  and  the  humanization  of  all  their  relations. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  five-day  working  week  the  pattern  of  our 
people’s  lives  has  changed.  In  addition  to  using  their  leisure  time  for 
physical  and  intellectual  recreation,  many  people  use  it  for  study  and 
further  education  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  technological 
and  scientific  revolution  and  to  raise  their  cultural  standards.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  a  growing  need  for  improved  working  and  living  con¬ 
ditions,  for  cultural  education,  for  physical  exercise  and  active  recreation. 

In  many  ways  the  initiative  of  the  population  is  being  directed  to 
sporting  activities  and  popular  emulation  contests  in  the  residential 
districts  and  in  cultural  and  recreational  centres.  This  necessitates  close 
cooperation  between  government  bodies  and  social  organizations, 
particularly  with  the  German  Gymnastics  and  Sports  Federation  and  the 
Confederation  of  Free  German  Trade  Unions.  Artists  and  cultural  workers 
play  an  active  part  in  the  community  lives  of  the  residential  districts,  and 
their  readiness  to  support  the  committees  is  gratefully  accepted.  The 
folk-art  activities  in  the  residential  districts  provide  many  citizens  with 
an  opportunity  of  using  their  creative  faculties. 

Mutual  assistance,  support  and  community  spirit  are  increasingly  be¬ 
coming  a  feature  of  the  relations  between  neighbours.  Neighbourly  help 
for  elderly  citizens,  large  families,  working  mothers  and  other  people  in 
need  of  support  is  becoming  a  matter  of  course  and  spotlights  one  of  the 
main  points  in  which  our  socialist  society  is  superior  to  the  monopoly 
capitalist  system. 

Dear  friends! 

The  diverse  tasks  connected  with  the  development  of  towns  and  villages 
can  only  be  solved  by  the  concerted  endeavours  of  the  parliamentary 
bodies  at  all  levels  and  the  committees  of  the  National  Front.  In  this  way 
the  National  Front  is  making  its  contribution  to  the  implementation  of 
the  basic  idea  underlying  the  economic  system  of  socialism,  according 
to  which  central  state  control  of  fundamental  processes,  the  individual 
responsibility  of  fatories,  towns  and  villages,  and  the  conscious  and  active 
participation  of  the  working  people  are  all  very  closely  interlinked.  As  a 
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result  there  emerge  not  only  new  material,  but  also  new  ideal  values. 
People  from  all  walks  of  life  and  vocations  are  brought  closer  together. 
By  discussing  their  plans  and  thoughts  with  each  other,  they  conceive 
new  ideas  which  are  put  into  effect  by  their  joint  efforts  for  the  benefit 
of  society.  Collective  endeavour  for  the  solution  of  problems,  the  joint 
overcoming  of  difficulties,  mutual  sympathy,  the  readiness  to  act  for  each 
other  and  common  joy  at  what  has  been  achieved  are  typical  features  of 
groups  of  tenants  in  town  and  countryside.  The  National  Front  commit¬ 
tees  are  a  direct  reflection  of  the  political  and  intellectual  activities  of  all 
the  citizens  and  their  community  life  in  the  residential  areas. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  working  class  and  its  party,  the  SED,  they 
organize  and  encourage  conscious  activities  for  the  all-round  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  the  GDR  on  the  part  of  all  citizens  whose  constant  politico- 
ideological  education  forms  the  basis  of  their  work.  These  committees 
coordinate  the  activities  of  all  social  forces  in  the  residential  areas  and 
help  to  implement  everywhere  the  common  cause  of  our  great  socialist 
people’s  movement  in  daily  life. 

Dear  friends! 

The  implementation  of  Socialism  in  the  GDR  represents  the  only  possible 
alternative  on  German  soil  to  the  system  of  exploitation.  With  it  we  have 
created  the  example  which  alone  can  determine  the  future  of  the  whole 
of  Germany. 

So  let  us  with  our  common  actions  help  to  strengthen  our  socialist 
homeland  in  every  way  and  provide  a  reliable  defence  for  the  achieve¬ 
ments  which  we  have  gained  in  hard  and  successful  work. 

So  let  us  get  ready  for  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  GDR  and  build  up 
the  developed  social  system  of  socialism-with  the  people  and  for  the 
people  whose  happy  future  we  are  creating  with  the  deeds  of  today. 


For  Peace  and  Security 

in  Europe 

and  in  the  World 


Resolution  adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  National  Front 
of  Democratic  Germany 


We,  2,000  delegates  of  the  large  Socialist  popular  movement  of  the  GDR, 
unanimously  support  the  significant  appeal  which  the  Political  Consulta¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  member  states  to  the  Warsaw  Treaty  addressed  at 
its  recent  meeting  in  Budapest  to  the  countries  of  this  continent. 

Carrying  on  and  further  developing  the  people’s  and  states'  movement 
for  European  security  launched  with  the  Bucharest  Declaration,  the 
Socialist  community  of  states,  by  its  Budapest  Appeal,  opposes  with  a 
constructive  programme  the  insidious  schemes  of  NATO.  The  Socialist 
family  of  nations  proves  anew  that  it  is  a  champion  of  peace  by  showing 
the  European  nations  how  the  conflicts  and  dangers  provoked  by  im¬ 
perialism  can  be  eliminated  through  a  broader  alliance  and  greater 
action. 

The  Congress  of  the  National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany  states: 
Wherever  the  forces  of  peace  join  forces  on  a  national  or  international 
scale,  the  imperialist  aggressors  are  confronted  with  the  limits  of  their 
power.  On  behalf  of  the  population  of  the  GDR  the  Congress  of  the 
National  Front  extends  its  best  wishes  and  heartfelt  greetings  to  the 
fraternal  people  of  Vietnam  who  have  inflicted  a  first,  heavy  defeat  on  the 
strongest  imperialist  power  as  a  result  of  their  heroic  fight,  the  enormous 
aid  granted  by  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  Socialist  countries  and  a 
world-wide  movement  of  solidarity.  The  more  evident  it  becomes  that 
the  U.S.  rulers  can  never  win  the  war  in  Vietnam,  the  more  they  attempt 
to  drown  Vietnam  in  blood  in  order  to  enforce  capitulation.  To  achieve 
this  they  resort  to  terror,  adopt  delaying  tactics  at  the  Paris  talks  and 
mobilise  their  satellites. 

The  Congress  of  the  National  Front  supports  the  just  demands  of 
the  Democratic  Republic  of  Vietnam  and  of  the  South  Vietnamese  Libera¬ 
tion  Front. 

We  urgently  call  for  a  speedy  democratic  peace  settlement  in  Vietnam. 
We  insist  on  the  unconditional  withdrawal  of  all  foreign  interventionists 
from  the  blood-drenched  soil  of  South  Vietnam. 

Closely  allied  with  all  peoples  struggling  for  national  independence, 
against  imperialist  oppression  and  aggression,  we  extend  solidarity 
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and  support  to  the  demands  of  the  Arab  people  that  the  Israeli  aggres¬ 
sors  evacuate  all  occupied  areas  in  accordance  with  the  UN  resolution 
of  November  1967. 

With  indignation  the  Congress  of  the  National  Front  denounces  the 
dangerous  military  conflicts  on  the  Soviet  frontier  provoked  by  the  Mao 
Tse-tung  group.  The  outrageous  armed  attacks  by  Chinese  soldiers  on 
the  citizens  and  the  territory  of  the  principal  power  of  world  Socialism 
demonstrate  with  alarming  clearness  how  the  abandonment  of  the  ideas 
of  Socialism  and  the  destruction  of  the  workers’  and  peasants’  power 
lead  to  military  dictatorship  at  home  and  to  the  undermining  of  Socialism 
and  an  adventurist,  chauvinistic  policy  internationally. 

In  this  serious  hour  we,  delegates  to  the  Congress  of  the  National 
Front,  assure  the  great  Soviet  people  of  our  full  Socialist  class  solidarity 
in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic.  We 
accuse  the  group  of  Mao  Tse-tung  who,  drunk  with  great-power  chauvin¬ 
ism,  betray  the  heroic  Vietnamese  people  with  their  abominable  anti- 
Sovietism  and  back  up  the  imperialist  aggressors  in  the  Middle  and  Far 
East  with  their  aggressive  acts  against  the  land  of  Lenin. 

We  cannot  consider  it  a  mere  coincidence  that  at  the  time  when  the 
West  German  Federal  Republic  staged  a  provocation  in  West  Berlin, 
which  violated  international  law  and  stirred  up  tension  in  Europe,  the 
followers  of  Mao  Tse-tung,  blinded  with  nationalist  hatred,  launched 
a  military  provocation  on  the  Ussuri  River.  Whether  the  Chinese 
leaders  admit  it  or  not:  by  running  amuck  against  the  Soviet  Union 
they  logicalli  side  with  the  American  and  West  German  imperialists 
and  render  good  services  to  the  imperialist  global  strategy. 

However,  the  schemes  of  the  imerialist  warmongers  are  doomed  to 
failure.  The  peoples  and  states  allied  in  the  world’s  most  powerful 
military  coalition,  the  Socialist  defence  organisation  of  the  Warsaw 
Treaty  are  on  the  alert  to  preserve  peace.  The  Congress  of  the  National 
Front  welcomes  the  decisions  of  the  Political  Consultative  Committee 
of  the  member  states  to  the  Warsaw  Treaty  directed  on  the  further 
perfection  of  the  Joint  Forces  and  on  the  strengthening  of  the  defence 
power  of  each  member  state  and  of  the  Socialist  community  as  a  whole. 
The  measures  decided  upon  by  the  Political  Consultative  Committee 
to  augment  the  effectivity  of  the  Socialist  defence  alliance  fully 
correspond  to  the  tense  international  situation  and  the  vital  interests 
and  struggle  for  peace  of  the  nations. 
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The  Congress  of  the  National  Front  extends  its  thanks  to  the  Party 
and  Government  delegation  of  the  GDR  who  actively  helped  prepare 
the  decisions  of  the  Political  Consultative  Committee  thus  fulfilling  the 
mission  embodied  in  our  Constitution  to  effectively  protect  the  Socialist 
workers’  and  farmers’  power  in  the  GDR,  to  strengthen  the  alliance 
and  friendly  relations  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  Socialist 
states  in  order  to  preserve  peace. 

The  Congress  of  the  National  Front  addresses  itself  to  the  citizens  of 
West  Germany: 

The  protection  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  urgently  calls  for  a 
fundamental  change  in  the  policy  of  the  West  German  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  We  call  on  you  to  force  the  Bonn  Government  finally  to  give 
up  its  delaying  tactics  and  to  sign  the  nuclear  weapon  non-proliferation 
treaty.  The  ruling  circles  in  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  must 
abandon  any  attempt  to  gain  control  over  nuclear  weapons  through  a 
backdoor.  What  the  European  nations  expect  from  the  ruling  forces  in 
West  Germany  is  not  empty  phrases  about  a  relaxation  of  tension,  but 
concrete  steps  for  easing  tension  in  Europe.  In  the  first  place,  the 
West  German  Federal  Republic  must  eventually  give  up  its  claim  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  all  Germans,  which  constitutes  a  permanent  threat  of 
aggression,  it  must  renounce  its  revanchist  demands,  accept  the 
territorial  status  quo  in  Europe  and  recognise  the  GDR  as  a  state  with 
equal  rights.  It  is  indispensable  that  all  war  and  Nazi  propaganda  and 
the  propagation  of  racialist,  chauvinistic  and  revanchist  ideas  be 
prohibited. 

The  West  German  Federal  Republic  must  no  longer  be  the  assault- 
party  of  the  imperialist  global  strategy,  but  respect  the  elementary  pre¬ 
conditions  for  European  security  and  minimum  tension. 

The  Congress  of  the  National  Front  welcomes  the  forthcoming  interna¬ 
tional  conference  of  the  Communist  and  workers’  parties  which  will  be 
of  great  importance  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  international 
security. 

The  firmer  cohesion  of  the  world  Communist  movement  will  doubtlessly 
lead  to  new  triumphs  of  the  anti-imperialist  struggle  of  the  peace-loving 
people  in  all  countries. 

Let  us  devote  all  our  strength  to  the  all-round  strengthening  and  the 
effective  protection  of  our  Socialist  German  state  of  peace. 

Firmly  linked  in  friedship  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  Socialist 
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fraternal  countries,  in  solidarity  with  all  nations  and  states  fighting  for 
peace  and  progress,  the  German  Democratic  Republic  will  fulfil  its 
historic  mission  by  helping  curb  the  imperialists  and  guarantee  peace 
and  security  in  Europe. 


To  win  over  all  Citizens 

for  the  Strengthening  of  the  GDR 

and  to  further  develop 

the  Socialist  Community  of  man! 


Appeal  issued  by  the  Congress  of  the  National  Front 
of  Democratic  Germany 


Dear  Citizens! 


Meeting  in  the  20th  year  of  our  Republic,  the  Congress  of  the  National 
Front  of  Democratic  Germany  has  become  a  special  highlight  in  the 
permanent  popular  discussion  that  imbues  our  Socialist  community  of 
man  with  an  ever  profounder  and  more  progressive  content. 

It  is  an  expression  of  Socialist  democracy  that  the  bonds  between  our 
citizens  and  their  state  have  become  ever  stronger.  This  democracy  mani¬ 
fests  in  word  and  deed  all  the  humanity,  fraternity  and  progress  per¬ 
meating  our  Socialist  system. 

Within  the  framework  of  Socialist  emulation  we  have  stimulated  the 
initiative  of  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  workers  in  industry  and  agri¬ 
culture.  We  have  achieved  pioneering  deeds  in  science  and  technology 
and  these  economic  results  have  their  political  weight.  Action  taken 
under  the  slogan  “Join  in  beautifying  our  towns  and  villages!”  will  pro¬ 
duce  measurable  results  in  the  anniversary  year  of  our  Republic.  New 
works  have  been  created  contributing  to  the  development  of  our  So¬ 
cialist  national  culture.  In  the  meeting  and  discussions  preceding  the 
election  of  the  National  Front  committees  we  have  drawn  up  the  bal¬ 
ance-sheet  of  our  achievements  from  the  angle  of  the  historical  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  in  the  world-wide  class  struggle 
between  imperialism  and  Socialism,  between  peace  and  war. 

The  Congress  did  not  only  strike  the  balance  but  also  discussed  the 
future  tasks  of  the  National  Front  in  shaping  the  developed  social  system 
of  Socialism  in  the  GDR  so  that  we  can  work  today  for  the  morrow  with 
full  responsibility. 

Underlying  this  is  our  knowledge  and  avowal  that  in  the  age  of  the 
triumph  of  Socialism  our  present  and  future  can  only  be  characterised 
by  the  rule  of  the  working  class  under  the  leadership  of  its  Marxist- 
Leninist  party, 

by  the  firm  and  stable  alliance  of  all  forces  of  the  people  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  strengthening  the  Socialist  state, 

by  a  way  of  thinking  and  acting  increasingly  inspired  by  a  scientific 
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world  outlook  and  scientifically  substantiated  methods  of  management 
and  leadership  in  economic,  political  and  social  life, 

by  the  fraternal  ties  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  other  Socialist 
countries. 

Only  in  this  way  will  grow  the  strength  and  audacity  we  need  to 
guarantee  a  life  in  happiness,  well-being  and  peace  to  all  citizens. 

We  have  fought  two  revolutions,  in  the  course  of  which  we  established 
Socialist  relations  of  production,  overcame  class  antagonisms,  debated 
and  adopted  our  Socialist  Constitution,  which  earned  us  a  respected 
place  among  the  peoples  as  the  first  German  state  of  peace  whose 
political  and  economic  achievements  have  won  recognition  throughout 
the  world.  Our  state  has  become  the  national  alternative  to  the  decaying 
capitalist  system  in  West  Germany,  which  is  throwing  ever  more  dis¬ 
credit  on  itself  and  facing  increasing  isolation  as  a  result  of  its  anti¬ 
national, anti-popular  and  revanchist  policy. 

From  the  rostrum  of  this  Congress  of  the  National  Front  of  Democratic 
Germany  we  address  ourselves  to  all  citizens  in  this  country  regardless 
of  their  world  outlook,  whether  they  be  men  or  women,  young  or  old, 
workers  or  cooperative  farmers,  scientists,  technologists  or  artists, 
craftsmen,  tradesmen  or  partners  in  semi-state  enterprises. 

The  grandiose  tasks  set  by  the  Vllth  Congress  of  the  Socialist  Unity 
Party  demand  that  we  devote  our  hearts,  brains  and  hands  to  shaping 
the  developed  social  system  of  Socialism. 

We  manifest  our  will  to  lead  the  economic  system  of  Socialism  to 
new  successes  through  creative  restlessness  and  to  master  the  scientific- 
technological  revolution  by  making  ever  greater  efforts  in  collective 
Socialist  work,  because  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  our  personal 
interests  are  in  harmony  with  the  aims  of  society  as  a  whole  and  that 
we  shall  serve  ourselves  best  in  serving  our  society. 

These  efforts  become  effective  and  meaningful  since  we  have  scienti¬ 
fically  founded  prospects  of  development  and  with  every  new  plan  take 
a  new  stride  towards  the  goal,  that  even  now  ensures  happiness  for  our 
children. 

This  is  the  profound  meaning  of  the  further  development  of  our 
productive  forces,  the  consolidation  of  our  Socialist  state,  the  extension 
of  our  educational  system,  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sciences  and 
the  strengthening  of  our  defence  power. 

That  is  the  solid  foundation  of  our  Socialist  community  of  man: 
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millions  rise  above  themselves  in  shaping  the  Socialist  community,  thus 
forging  their  own  destiny. 

We  therefore  regard  it  the  main  concern  of  the  National  Front  to  win 
over  all  citizens  for  the  strengthening  of  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  and  to  promote  the  development  of  the  Socialist  community 
of  man  more  energetically  than  ever  before. 

There  will  be  nobody  who  would  not  derive  benefit  from  it,  nobody 
who  would  not  join  in  this  work.  We  therefore  appeal  to  everybody: 

-  Let  us  accomplish  new  peak  performances  in  the  economy,  science 
and  technology  by  mastering  the  modern  Socialist  organisation  of 
science  and  by  fulfilling  the  national  economic  plans. 

-  Let  us  secure  a  scientific  forward  position  so  as  to  raise  labour  pro¬ 
ductivity  and  reduce  costs  in  the  key  branches  of  our  national  economy 
by  means  of  automation  and  rationalisation. 

-  Let  us  use  the  potential  of  collective  Socialist  work  and  contractual 
cooperation  to  the  full  so  that  the  creative  power  of  the  industrial 
workers,  cooperative  farmers,  technologists,  workers  in  art  and  culture, 
craftsmen,  tradesmen  and  partners  in  semi-state  enterprises  will 
contribute,  as  a  united  force,  to  the  strengthening  of  our  Republic. 

-  Let  us  guard  our  alliance  with  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  political, 
economic,  military  and  cultural  consolidation  of  the  Socialist  com¬ 
munity  of  states  like  the  apple  of  our  eye,  because  this  is  the  power 
that  has  been  able  to  enforce  the  longest  period  of  peace  in  Europe 
during  this  century  and  that  curbs  the  protagonists  of  the  imperialist 
global  strategy.  To  solve  this  task  we  must 

strengthen  the  German  Democratic  Republic, 
ensure  happiness  for  all  citizens, 
defend  peace  in  Europe, 
carry  Socialism  to  victory. 

The  preservation  of  peace  and  security  in  Europe  is  the  principle 
underlying  the  policy  of  the  GDR.  This  demands  that  we  wage  a  resolute 
battle  against  the  principal  trouble-maker  in  Europe 

-  West  German  imperialism. 

For  European  peace  and  security  to  be  maintained  it  is  necessary 
that  West  Germany  embark  on  a  new  road. 

Therefore  we  demand  that  the  West  German  Government 

recognise  the  existing  frontiers  in  Europe,  in  particular  the  Oder- 
Neisse  frontier  and  the  frontier  between  West  Germany  and  the  GDR, 
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recognise  the  GDR  in  international  law  and  to  give  up  the  revanch¬ 
ist  claim  to  speak  for  all  Germans  as  a  contribution  to  the  relaxation 
of  tension  and  security  in  Europe, 

sign  the  nuclear  non-proliferation  treaty  without  delay, 
declare  the  dictated  Munich  Agreement  null  and  void  ab  initio, 
prohibit  war  and  Nazi  propaganda  in  any  form. 

Peace  and  security  in  Europe  can  only  be  guaranteed  if  the  relations 
between  all  states  and  the  GDR  are  normalised.  This  also  calls  for 
normal  relations  of  the  West  German  Federal  Republic  and  the  special 
political  entity  of  West  Berlin  to  the  GDR. 

May  all  citizens  in  West  Germany  and  West  Berlin  act  in  favour  of 
these  goals  in  their  own  interests. 

We  are  not  willing  to  wait  until  the  ruling  circles  in  Bonn  and  West 
Berlin  condescend  to  respect  the  commands  of  reason  and  the  vital 
interests  of  the  European  nations.  We  shall  strenghten  the  GDR  as  a 
bulwark  of  peace  as  we  know  that  there  is  no  more  effective  way  of 
promoting  peace  than  by  ensuring  the  triumph  of  Socialism. 

We  shall  devote  more  attention  to  political  and  ideological  work. 
Our  aim  is  to  bring  about  a  cultured,  Socialist  way  of  life  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  particularly  in  the  tenants’  committees  and  residential  areas.  This 
requires  further  efforts  and  a  high  sense  of  responsibility  for  beautifying 
our  towns  and  villages,  for  preserving  and  augmenting  social  values.  It 
is  our  intention  to  direct  this  mass  initiative,  in  accordance  with  the 
national  economic  plan  and  in  coordination  with  the  local  organs  of 
state  and  economic  bodies,  on  the  key  projects  in  the  residential  area 
concerned. 

From  the  local  annual  and  long-term  plans  ensue  concrete  tasks  which 
can  be  solved  the  more  successfully  the  more  the  National  Front  knows 
how  to  include  all  citizens  in  their  preparation  and  implementation.  We 
therefore  consider  it  to  be  a  special  concern  to  further  improve  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  National  Front  committees  and  the  local  popular 
representative  bodies  and  councils. 

In  all  residential  areas  and  villages  we  intend 

to  take  an  active  part  in  the  fulfilment  of  plans, 
to  act  in  favour  of  the  improvement  of  services, 
to  improve  public  health  and  the  social  services, 
to  promote  the  administration  of  justice  through  society, 
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to  encourage  Socialist  education  and  training  for  the  rising  generation, 
to  utilise  all  facilities  for  culture,  recreation  and  sports  and  to  create 
new  facilities, 

to  give  our  love  and  solidarity  to  old  citizens  and  other  citizens  re¬ 
quiring  help. 

We  all  want  to  learn  what  is  simple  and  complicated,  because  greater 
knowledge  brings  greater  happiness. 

In  this  way  the  bonds  between  the  individual  and  his  collective,  be¬ 
tween  the  collectives  and  society,  between  the  population  and  the  state 
are  becoming  ever  closer  and  the  action  of  each  is  determined  by  his 
understanding  of  political  problems.  It  is  on  this  foundation  that  new, 
Socialist  personalities  emerge  whose  profile  is  marked  by  the  traits 
characteristic  of  our  century. 

The  Congress  calls  on  all  committees  and  officials  of  the  National 
Front  to  orient  themselves  by  the  experience  of  those  most  advanced  so 
as  to  make  all  citizens  familiar  with  the  genuine  great  issues  of  our  time 
and  to  stand  their  test  in  solving  these. 

We  remain  true  to  the  principle  "Everybody  takes  part  in  planning, 
working  and  governing”.  It  has  given  a  new  meaning  to  the  life  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  citizens  and  filled  them  with  satisfaction.  The 
form  and  essence  of  this  direct  participation  in  political  affairs  are  devel¬ 
oping  to  ever  new  stages.  Therefore,  the  revolutionary  development  of 
our  socio-economic  basis  demands  that  the  activities  of  the  National 
Front  as  a  public  forum  of  Socialist  democracy  be  also  constantly  adapted 
to  this  process. 

It  is  now  decisive  to  make  everybody  become  conscious  of  his  place 
and  his  role  in  the  social  system  as  a  whole.  This  presupposes  higher 
standards  of  Socialist  morality  and  ethics. 

In  the  course  of  the  scientific-technological  revolution  the  working 
class  changes  its  countenance  and  enhances  its  political  role  as  a  result 
of  the  ever-growing  intellectual  penetration  of  material  production. 

We  can  note  a  process  of  all  classes  and  strata  approaching  each 
other.  In  the  next  few  years  far-reaching  transformations  will  affect  the 
working  and  living  conditions  in  our  villages. 

It  is  indispensable  to  evaluate  ail  good  experience  gathered  in  the 
emulation  for  the  all-round  development  of  contractual  cooperation  as 
a  principal  method  of  mastering  the  scientific  and  technological  revolu¬ 
tion  and  for  the  further  consolidation  of  our  alliance  under  the  leadership 
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of  the  working  class  and  its  party.  This  will  provide  a  broad  scope  of 
activities  for  the  committees  of  the  National  Front. 

The  women  and  girls  from  all  sections  of  the  population  in  our  Re¬ 
public,  from  all  trades  and  professions  and  social  spheres  have  a  deci¬ 
sive  share  in  the  growth  of  our  Socialist  fatherland.  What  remains  to  do 
for  the  National  Front  now  is  chiefly  to  help  eliminate  the  ideological 
and  other  obstacles  still  hindering  the  women  and  girls  in  making  full 
use  of  their  responsibility. 

The  young  citizens  of  our  state  justify  and  deserve  the  confidence 
placed  in  them;  they  are  posing  themselves  new,  more  exacting  tasks 
corresponding  to  the  demands  of  our  time. 

The  committees  of  the  National  Front  are  organs  of  the  Socialist  pop¬ 
ular  movement  democratically  elected  by  the  population.  Within  the 
system  of  Socialist  democracy  it  devolves  upon  them  to  encourage  a  So¬ 
cialist  way  of  living  together  in  the  residential  areas  so  as  to  stimulate 
and  coordinate  the  activities  of  the  citizens  with  a  view  to  fulfilling  the 
main  tasks. 

Dear  citizens,  dear  friends  and  colleagues  in  the  National  Front  of 
Democratic  Germany! 

The  happiness  of  the  individual  will  not  be  complete  before  it  is  em¬ 
bedded  in  the  happiness  of  society.  The  happiness  of  our  society  is 
rooted  in  the  rule  of  the  working  people. 

We  have  sided  with  the  victors  of  history,  because  we  have  sided 
with  the  progress  of  mankind  and  peace. 

We  have  a  common  goal-the  completion  of  Socialism. 

We  have  a  scientifically  founded  programme— the  programme  of  So¬ 
cialism,  which  will  guide  us  on  our  road. 

We  shall  progress  on  this  road  together  and  with  confidence  in  the 
National  Front  of  Democratic  Germany,  the  Socialist  alliance  of  all  for¬ 
ces  of  our  people. 
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